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PREFACE. 

THE author has been made aware that some parts 
of the following story are open to misconception. 
He therefore wishes it to be understood, that, through- 
out the book, he has corrected imagination by the 
testimony of ancient authors as to Greek manners, 
customs, and sayings. Several incidents, such as the 
omens derived from the wagging of the tail of the 
sacrificial victim, the sneezing of Mystes, etc., which 
may seem, — to a reader unacquainted with Greek cus- 
toms, — attempts at burlesque, are really faithful and 
unexaggerated accounts, whose counterparts may be 
found in the pages of Homer, Herodotus, Xenophon, 
and Plutarch. 

He has tried also to bear in mind that human nature 
is more concealed as civilization advances, and that 
in the earlier ages the sublime and the ridiculous 
went side by side without calling forth impertinent 
remark. Instances of this kind of simplicity, which we 
now think incongruity, abound in Homer. The poet 
does not seem to think, for example, that Achilles 
does anything unbecoming the hero when he goes to 
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viil PREFACE. 

complain to his mother that Agamemnon has been — 
so to speak — treading on his corns. {Iliad B i.) 

Objection has been made to one or two obsolete 
words which have found their way into the following 
pages, such as "whiles" (for "at times"), "bench/* 
•' loons," etc. As most of these have Shakespearian sanc- 
tion, and as antique words are not much out of place in 
a story of an archaic period, they have been retained. 

In the illustrations, use has been made, amongst other 
better known antiquities, of the discoveries of Dr. 
Schliemann in the Troad ; and of the early sculpture and 
pottery in the British Museum. 

The architectural adjuncts are chiefly founded on the 
remains of the Treasury of Atreus at Mycenae, which is 
almost the only existing specimen of ornamented Greek 
architecture of the proper period. The palace of 
Athens, however, has been delineated with architecture 
in which the eariy Egyptian style predominates, for the 
reason that Cecrops, the founder of that city, came 
from Egypt, and in all probability brought the style of 
that country with him. The style popularly known as 
Greek has been eschewed, as it did not originate till 
600 years after the date of this story. 

With one or two exceptions, the illustrations have 
been produced by Messrs. Dawson*s photo-relief process. 
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I. 

TO DELPHI. 

HERE was no denying it : ^Egeus, king of 
Athens, with his eternal question " Shall 
I have an heir?" had become an amiable 
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lO THE PRINCE OF ARGOLIS, 

but most decided bore. His soothsayers, augurs, and 
sophists in their honest efforts to answer this simple 
inquiry in a manner agreeable to the king had a hard 
time of it. They listened to his dreams, averted the 
consequences of his ominous sneezes, catechised birds, 
\^^^^ drew conclusions from the movements of bees, 
ants, toads, weasels, hares, and shakes, and prophesied 
mistily from the entrails of the sacrificial victims. 

Besides, they had to attempt the selection — from the 
crowds of business-like young women, who were can- 
didates for the honour — a suitable damsel to share 
the king's throne. These tasks made the lives of 
the soothsayers a burden, which was rendered more 
jjrievously heavy, by the difficulty of keeping the fifty 
impudent sons of Pallas, the king s nephews and heirs- 
too-much-apparent, in their proper places. 

Every hour some new whim, connected with the 
Royal Lineage Succession question, tickled the dis- 
turbed brain of the king, and of course demanded 
the instant and undivided attention of the soothsayers, 
diviners, and sophists. No longer could they quaff in 
peace from the flowing crater, or give riddles to one 
another ks they sat at supper in the hall. The quaint: 
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TO DELPHI. II 

Egyptian anecdotes of Cheekops fell flat, the ribald 
tales of the Phoenician Astartus never now raised a 
laugh, nobody having time to listen to them ; and the 
antics of Zeno the Cretan, the dancer at the revels, 
were performed in his own apartment. The augurs 
and sophists being kept in full employment by the king, 
they took good care that no one else should enjoy 
the leisure or the recreations of which they were 
deprived. 

It was not that King^Egeus was a fool — 
on the contrary, he was a remarkably in- 
telligent man ; but for a king he was a 
little too much inclined to a sentimental 
view of life, and pined to be loved for himself alone, 
that the son of his love might sit on the throne after 
him. 

H When the soothsayers, 
augurs, and sophists could 
no longer stand the nonsense 
of iEgeus, the descendant 
of Erechtheus, one evening 
they laid their heads to- 
gether, and next morning, wonderful to relate, a 
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12 THE PRINCE OF ARGOLIS. 

prodigy appeared in the auspices of the sacrifice, for 
the liver of the victim had the plain impression of a 
branch of laurel.* In time of war this would have been 
an assurance of victory, but in time of peace, it could 
only mean, — the laurel being sacred to Apollo, — " You'd 
better go to Delphi," and that this was the true inter- 
pretation, the priests, soothsayers, augurs, and sophists 
unanimously agreed. 

B^Sj There was only one month in the year in 
|^]g which the oracle of Apollo at Delphi might be 
consulted. As this time was close at hand, they 
made haste and got ready rich presents with which 
they intended to propitiate the god, for he 
was exceedingly averse to poor suppliants 
and to rich ones who came empty-handed. 
His priests indeed would allow no one to 
consult him, who had not first offered costly sacrifices. 

Although the journey tp Delphi was much shorter 
by land, yet the road was rough and perilously full of 
robbers, who were cruel and greedy as the grave. The 

• " The priests traced the figures they wanted upon the liver, on their 
hands, and by holding it very close, easily made the impression upon it 
when it was warm and pliant." — Langhom/s noUs to ^* Plutarch,** 
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TO DELPHI. 13 

Athenians, therefore, decided to go by sea, the rather as 
the pirates who usually infested it had lately been, in a 
measure, swept away by the war ships of the second 
Minos, king of Crete. 

iEgeus having chartered and freighted a Cretan (1) 
ship, hoisted a sail dyed scarlet with the juice of the 
holm oak, and hung garlands on the mast and on the 
prow. Besides the soothsayers, augurs, and sophists, 
the king took with him Mystes, the Argive comic poet, 
and Pyrrhus, the Lesbian lyric singer, both of whom were 
well skilled in poetry, and in the use of the cithara. 
Halycus, the painter, also accompanied him. He 
in truth had no great skill as an artist, for his figures 
needed inscriptions around or below them to explain 
what they were, such as, " This is Pandion," or, " This is 



Athene's owl, and no kitten,'' etc. Yet for all this, 
Halycus was an agreeable companion, and could stand 
a joke at his own expense better than most of the 
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14 THE PRINCE OF ARGOLIS. 

sophists or sages of the king. He had, moreover, this 
further qualification, that he could bear a larger dose of 
iEgeus' speculations on the charms of his as yet unseen 
wife than any man in Athens. 

When everything was got on board they set sail, 
and running out past Salamis and iEgina they came ia 
sight of Seriphos, Melos, and the rest of the islands of 
the Cyclades. Keeping these away on their left they 
sailed close to the island of Hydrea, which like a dragon 
guards the southern end of Argolis, and bore south to 
the Cretan sea. When they came opposite Cape Maleae, 
the southmost point of Laconia, they turn-ed the prow 
of the vessel [ ^^JBS^^^j ^l to the setting sun, and lay 
all that night behind the island of Cythera, guarded 
from the waves of the Ionian, Sicilian,, and Libyan seas, 
which at this island join the Cretan sea. 
BR M^ All went merrily on board the ship ; for every 
attempt of iEgeus to entice the soothsayers into a 
discussion about his future heir, was met by the reply 
" All will be told at Delphi." So they gave themselves 
to jollity ; and sending ?*>^>>y^) round the cup, they 
sang songs, gave riddles, C^^^ and told Indian tales. 
Cheekops* stories of the revels on the shores of Canopu« 
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TO DELPHI. 15 

and Taphosiris, {2) and the lively but somewhat wicked 
jests of Astartus the Phoenician, 
found listeners as eager as of old. 
Then it was that Mystes the 
.W^il^ Argian made a song beginning, 
" As we went round to Delphi, lo ! Evce ! " Into 
this song he introduced the names of all those on 
board the ship, with satiric or eulogistic remarks on 
their mental qualities or bodily appearance. The 
chorus was simple, and the rowers chanted it at 
different times afterwards, as they went along. When 
Mystes sang it first the night they lay at Cythera, 
everybody was delighted, except Pyrrhus the Lesbian 
singer, who said he liked comic poetry, but for vulgar, 
Wretched, low, mean doggerel, he thanked the good 
gods he had no stomach, and never had ; and he 
'wondered " what iEgeus saw in that grim- | 
|icing Mystes, that he should invite him to 1 
join the sacred deputation to sacred Delphi." P 

In the morning they lifted their anchor and sailed 
west and northward, across the mouths of the Laconian 
and Messenian gulfs. When they had passed CEnussae 
the ship began to be tossed about by the waves so 
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1 6 THE PRINCE OF ARGOLIS. 

much that the stomachs of the Athenians could not 
endure the pitching, so they earnestly desired the sailors 
X) put the king and themselves on dry land ; but the 
Cretan captain and mariners laughed at the notion, 
and showed them that they ran less risk on the sea 
than on the land, for Pylos, on the Messenian coast, 
the place they were passing, was a rare spot for pirates, 
who had their treasure-caves in Sphacteria and Prot6, 
islands lying convenient to the main land. The Athe- 
nians, therefore, were fain to endure the tossing of the 
ship, which turned their stomachs sick*; but their souls 
sank within them as the ship careened over to meet 
the embraces of the dancing waves, the white-locked 
daughters of Poseidon. 

^^^S3 ^geus the king was sorely troubled, and 
leaning his head upon his hand, he sadly gave up the 
food that should have nourished his own body to be 
tribute to the fishes. Now after tossing some hours in 
the Cyparissian Gulf they sighted Zacynthus on their 
larboard bow. When it was in sight, Hemocrates the 
Lydian (S) sophist, who acted as the royal chamberlain, 
and who was not very sick, went up to the king as he 
lay a-groaning, and said, — 
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TO DELPHI. 17 

" Cheer up, my king, Zacynthus is in sight ; '* and then 
he added, "You know, oh king, the darkest hour is 
just before the dawn." 

** Yes, yes," groaned ^Egeus ; *' but do you know why 
it is the darkest ? " 

" Nin, nin, no ! I have not tried to discover ; it is 
the secret of the gods." 

"Nay,*' said ^Egeus, "the secret is mine, for I have 
discovered it. The darkest hour is just before the dawn 
because that is the time at which my lamplighters 



put out the night-lights. Thus you see," continued he, 
blinking triumphantly, " your king is able to wrest the 
secrets from the bosom of Nature herself." 

" But, my lord," said the sophist, " that's not exactly 
the proper solution. The firmamental dynasties in their 
correlative symmetries and esoteric sympathies take no 
cognizance of sublunary lam " 

" Go, go," said the king, " I am going to, to — the 
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1 8 THE PRINCE OF ARGOLIS. 

fishes again." He began to groan as if his heart was 

breaking; so Hemocrates 
left hurriedly. When 
Zeno the dancer came 
to ask if he would take ' 
some slight refreshment 
while supper was being 
made ready, the king 
gnashed at him with his teeth, so that the lad departed 
trembling. 

But in due time the ship reached the island of Zacyn- 
thus. Here, sheltered from the tumbling billows of the 
Ionian and Sicilian seas, they passed the evening in 
feasting and the night in refreshing sleep. In the 
morning they set sail with a fair west wind, and rounding 
the point Araxus they soon passed through the narrow 
strait that divides Achaia from ^Etolia. |||d^ Enter- 
ing the Corinthian Gulf, they sailed gallantly eastward 
till they reached Phaestus, when they turned northward 
and finally dropped anchor at the head of the Crisaean 
Bay, close to Delphi, which, as everybody knows, is the 
very omphalos or centre of the world. 

iEgeus then commanded that the anathemata, or 
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TO DELPHI. 19 

presents devoted to the god, which he had brought, 
should be carried ashore to the temple. At ^^^4P!^ 

the entrance to the sacred grove he was ^^^^^ 
met by the priests, and to them he deliv- /W^^^^^^^ 
ered up the gifts as offerings to Phoibos- '^-^ 
Kerdoios, or Apollo the gainful, because of the profit 
which mankind received by his predictions.'* Decked 
in their costliest raiment, and laurel-crowned, the priests 
consecrated the presents of King ^Egeus by a ritualistic 
walk-round and solemn hornpipe, to the music of soft- 
breathing flutes, full-stringed citharas, and dashing 
cymbals. 



* Some disappointed suppliants who had paid the priests a heavy price 
or an unfavourable reply, suggested that the gain might be entirely on the 
other side ; but these were regarded as impious persons. 
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11. 

IN THE PYTHIUM. 

NEXT day they offered sacrifices, and found the 
gods so propitious that the three victims went 
without compulsion to the slaughter. When water 
was poured into their ears, they affably nodded, their 
consent to be sacrificed ; the last of the three was even 
more accommodating, for besides nodding his head, he 
fulfilled the words of the poet, — KepKo^ iroiel koKw — 

" The victim kindly wags his tail " — 
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IN THE PYTHIUxM. 21 

and went joyfully to the altar with gilded horns and 
waving pennon. The rest of the auspices being also 
favourable, the priests led King ^Egeus through the 
temple into the cavern behind it. There he perceived, 
when his eyes had become accustomed to, the gloom, a 
tripod garlanded with laurel, placed over an opening iil 
the rocky pavement, by which a steaming vapour issued 
from the bowels of the earth. iEgeus knelt before the 
tripod, for he knew that he was now in the Pythium 
where the oracles of the mighty Apollo were delivered. 
His face, pale before from his sea-sickness, grew still 
whiter as he thought that to question far-darting Phoebus 
he had come. As the stream of light from the rough 
stony roof, which was arranged to reveal the faces of the 
suppliants, shone upon him, the contrast between his 
white face and scarlet mantle startled the priests. They 
were about to try and cheer his spirits, when the Pythia 
or virgin priestess entered, her long black hair wet with 
the water of the Castalian fount, and an eager but 
fearful and unearthly look in her sad eyes. Crossing 
the cavern, she mounted the tripod and sat down. 
Shaking the laurel tree that grew beside her she plucked 
some of the leaves and put them in her mouth ; while all 
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22 THE PRINCE OF ARGOLIS. 

the while the prophetic vapour issuing from beneath 
the tripod, crept upward and wreathed itself about her. 
1^99 The priests told i£geus to ask his questions at 
once in as few words as possible, but when he essayed 
to speak, the words stuck in his throat for a moment or 
two ; then in a firm and distinct voice he said, looking 
to the half vapour-hidden Pythia, — 

" Shall a son of mine reign after me in Athens ? " 
There was an awful silence, broken only by the wind 
from Mount Parnassus as it swept through the rock- 
hewn galleries behind the Pythium. [ pfe^fj jM 

Soon, however, the priestess received the inspiration 

of the Delphian vapour, and began to swell and foam 

at the mouth, shrieking out as if speaking to some 

spirit floating round the cavern. The aphetor or priest 

who assisted the Pythia stood by and took 

\ down her words on his tablets. As the 

^ effect of the vapour became more intense, 

the priestess began to utter a wild and 

confused chant, tossing her arms about, biting her hair, 

shrieking out, and tearing her flesh with her nails. While 

she was screaming a serpent glided in, and after rolling 

himself about the tripod for a while, disappeared in the 
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IN THE PYTHIUM. 2$ 

opening under it. The priests then took the Pythia 
from off the tripod and carried her out, writhing, shriek- 
ing and foaming at the mouth. 

Some other priests came and lifted iEgeus, who 
was stiff and cold with kneeling on the rocky floor, 
and brought him to one of the outer courts of the 
temple, where the soothsayers and the rest of his com^- 
panions awaited him. After refreshing themselves with 
food and wine, they spent some hours in gazing at the 
sacred treasures — the statues, paintings, shields and 





tripods which the anxious or grateful enquirers at the 
oracle had presented to Phoebus — " heaven's far-darter, 
the fair king of days." When they had begun to be 
aweary of brazen statues and gold and ivory shields, 
the priests brought to the impatient king the written 
answer of the oracle, which was something to this 
effect : — 
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24 THE PRINCE OF ARGOLIS. 

" When you go a-sailing in your gallant ship 
Don't you go a-kissing pink cheek or cherry lip ; 
Make love you shouldn't oughter 
To a man's pretty daughter, 
Till you come nigh to Athens town ; 
Hey diddle diddle, Down derry down." * 

,„ When Mystes heard it he sniggered and whispered 
g to Hemocrates the Lydian sophist, — 

"I marvel/' said he, "that Apollo produces such 
wretched doggerel lines. Why my dog could bark as 
lovely a cadence. The god and patron of poetry must 
be in a sad condition if this is the only sort of jingle 
with which he can charm the Muses." 

But Hemocrates said, — 

" Impious man ! Know you not that Apollo only 
communicates the knowledge to the Pythia, which she 
delivers in what dress she pleases ? the sense, therefore, 
is Apollo's, the words are the words of the Pythoness." 

Meanwhile the soothsayers and sophists were busy 
scanning the verse of the oracle. All was plain sailing 
except the last line, but it was maddening ! for though, 

* The verses of the Pythia were, for the most part, rude and unpolished, 
and not comparable to those of Homer or Hesiod. — Plutarch^ ** Lib. de 
Pythia Orac:' 
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IN THE PYTHIUM. 2$ 

like the other lines, it was written in the characters 
which Cadmus the Phoenician brought into Greece, the 
letters represented no sounds with which the Athenians 
were familiar. Polydectes the soothsayer suggested 
that the words might be Chaldean ; Artaxes the chief 
diviner, who was of Chaldaic (4) birth, ridiculed this sug- 
gestion and declared his belief that the words belonged to 
the language of the Hyperboreans. 
Medox the Scythian combated 
this, and strongly urged the king 
and the company to believe that 
the words, " Hey diddle diddle, Down derry down," was 
merely the mode of greeting used by the Arimaspians, 
the one-eyed people who steal the gold from the griffins. 
It was not likely, however, that Athenians were going 
to allow themselves to be instructed in philology by a 
•barbarian. Each man of them, therefore, held firmly 
by his own opinion, and strove very earnestly to convert 
every one else to his belief; so that all the way down to 
the ship, earnest and even angry words were exchanged 
between the learned men on this puzzling subject. When 
they had got on board and set sail from Delphi, Pyrrhus 
the Lesbian singer gave it openly as his opinion that 
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26 THE PRINCE OF ARGOLIS. 

the true reason why Apollo was called Loxias, was 
because his answers were Xo^a koI cKoXla, crooked and 
hard to be understood. Hemocrates, the king's Lydian 
chamberlain, said in his pompous eastern manner,— 

" Yes, truly, Phoebus doth not speak truth plainly, nor 
yet wholly conceal it, but only gives small hints of it ; 
so that if the event happen contrary to any man's ex- 
pectation, he may rather find fault with his own inter- 
pretation of the oracles, than call in question the truth 
or knowledge of Apollo." 

iEgeus, who was the one most concerned, | 
thought that he had got uncommonly little for his rich 
presents, and costly sacrifices, not to speak of his trouble. 
Moreover he fancied this doggerel verse was an exceed- 
ingly small fleece of wool to be produced by such 
agonies and frenzies on the part of the Pythoness ; but 
iEgeus was wise enough to keep this belief to himself, 
for kings, like priests, must often know more, or less, 
than they tell. 
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III. 

THE VOYAGE TO TRCEZEN. 

WHEN the vessel had passed out of the Corinthian 
Gulf, and had left Zacynthus far behind, the 
dispute on the mysterious words still continued. As 
night began to fall, and the moon shimmered over the 
Southern Sea, and the cup was passed from hand to 
hand after supper, the dispute waxed fiercer and stormier, 
so that the wise men were like to come to blows. See- 
ing that nothing was likely to be learned from them in 
their present temper, ^Egeus, to allay the tumult, bade 
Pyrrhus the Lesbian, (who was still rather in the dumps 
over Mystes' song), take the cithara and sing his hymn 
to Aphrodite, which he did as they were crossing the 
bay of Cyparissia, which lies between Elis and 
Messenia. 
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Now these are the words which Pyrrhus, wfth a 
melodious loifd voice, sang in the moonlight at the 
bidding of iEgeus, who had indeed but lately intro- 
duced the worship of celestial Aphrodite (5) into Greece, 
in order to render her favourable to his wishes to have 
a son. 



Gay and jocund Aphrodite, 
Blest in many a temple mighty : 
Love-compeller full of smiles, 
Luring with perplexing wiles ; 
Oh charm, fair goddess, from my heart 
The pains of thy far-reaching dart. 



If thou e'er hast heard with kindness 
Songs of those whose hearts have pin'd less 
Than mine own, then bless me now, 
Soothe my heart and throbbing brow. 
Descend, thou golden light of heaven, 
Who LOVING to the earth hast given. 



Once, thou gracious Aphrodite, 
From the domes of Zeus Almighty, 
Thou earnest hovering 'cross the dawn, 
Ransoming poor souls in pawn, 

By giving freely love for loves ; 

While quivering round thee flew thy doves. 
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Radiant one with glory shimmVing, 

May thy silver feet come glimmVing 

Once again before my dwelling, 

Bringing joys above all telling ; 
Fair gifts then I to thee will bring, 
Whilst rose-crown'd virgins sweetly sing. 
From star-eyed youths shall incense rise 
To wreathe thy throne in paradise. 

It was a poor enough song no doubt, but such as it 
was, it seemed to affect ^Egeus considerably. Doubtless 
the fine tune and tender expression with which it had 
been sung, and the moonlight on the water, had each 
something to do with its effect. So ./Egeus sighed 
heavily, and sought the sympathetic presence of the 



Digitized by 



Google 



30 THE PRINCE OF ARGOLIS. 

artist Halycus. Halycus likewise believed himself rather 
hardly dealt with by golden Aphrodite ; for the virgin 
Cyme, to whom he was betrothed, and whom he loved 

as faithfully as he was able, had 
for the last few months refused 
to speak with him, or even to 
recognise him. 
n The cause was this : after much persuasion he 
had prevailed on her to sit to him for her portrait, at 
which he laboured conscientiously for some months^ 
latterly, refusing gently to let her see it, as he had deter- 
mined to exhibit it publicly during the time the people 
met for the games, when he expected both Cyme and 
himself should be rendered famous by the public 
approval of his great work. ^ After the sittings Cyme 
had given him were over, he added the attributes of 
Venus to the figure, and did what he could to make it 
perfect as a work of art. But when it was exposed to 
view, the critics only laughed immoderately at the 
notion of this daub of Halycus being supposed to repre- 
sent Aphrodite, when everybody could see it was only an 
indifferent caricature of Cyme. 
The attributes of Venus which he had added, only 
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made the thing more mirth-provoking, so that Cyme, 
whose portrait was the common jeer of the aesthetic 



Athenians, was like to cry her eyes out or throw herself 
over the rocks into the sea. She did neither, however, 
but cut Halycus dead when she met him instead. 

Then Pyrrhus sang another song, for when once started 
it was difficult to stop him ; and just as he was trilling 
out with great effect the last note, Mystes gave a loud 
and very terrible sneeze ; moreover the sneeze was given 
on his left side. A sudden consternation seized on every 
man in the vessel, and cries of "Zeu eoson!" ("God 
bless you ! ") (6) were heard in all quarters of the ship, 
for thus they tried to avert the impending calamity. 

The men gathered in frightened groups, gazing 
sometimes on the sky, whiles on the sea, and anon on 
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the land, uncertain in what quarter lay the coming 
danger. On a sudden, as they were nearing the island 
of Sphacteria, Artaxes the Chaldean cried out, " Eureka! 
I have found it ! Mystes had his face to the prow and 
sneezed on his left side, therefore the 
danger, if not already dispelled by our 
pious ejaculations, will be from the 
landward side : let us then be on our 
guard." 

While he was yet speaking, they became aware of 
three gajleys, which came creeping noiselessly from 
between the island Sphacteria and Pylos. Pirates, no 
doubt they were, so -/Egeus briskly girt on his sword, 
called up and placed the men, and had the pikes ready. 
The men lay quiet behind the bulwarks till the first 
galley unshipped its oars as it came rattling alongside. 

The pirates leapt on board, thinking to find a rich 
and sleeping prey ; but they were received on the points 
of the pikes, pinned to the deck or bulwarks, or tossed 
overboard, one of their number being made prisoner. 

Seeing this, those who remained in the galley edged 
off till the other boats should come up. But iEgeus 
:Stood upon the poop and jeered at them for fools, 
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telling them that it was a poor gleaning after a priestly 
reaping, and that, if they wanted spoil, they should have 
attacked when the royal vessel was going to Delphi, 
not when it was returning. At the same time he cour- 
teously invited them to come on, and he would give 
them their fill of fighting, if he could give them nothing 
else. Sieeing his fearlessness, and thinking, no doubt, 
that there would be more hard knocks than golden 
talents to be got, the pirates turned tail and rowed back 
to Sphacteria. 

Some of the sailors then began to strip the prisoner 
whom they had taken ; upon which the man told them 
haughtily to desist, asking them at the same time, 
if they knew who he was. On the Athenians and 



Cretans confessing their ignorance, he pompously an- 
nounced that he was the chief of one of the Plotae ; * 

* Afterwards called Strophades, two islands insignificant in size, situated 
in the Ionian Sea. 

3 
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upon this the Athenians pretended to be struck with 
terror, smote their thighs, and fell upon their knees to 
ask his pardon. The poor man, seeing them thus 
humble themselves before him, thought them in earnest 
and said he would forgive them. Some of the men 
then ofSciously put on his sandals, and others helped 
him on with his cloak, that his high quality might not 
again be mistaken. When they had carried on this 
farce and enjoyed it for some time, they let a ladder 
down into the sea, and bade him go in peace; as he 
refused to go, they pushed him off and drowned him. 

After thus perfecting and completing this truly ex- 
hilarating practical joke, they continued to sail south- 
eastward with a north-west wind, and before noon next 
day reached Cythera, at the entrance to the Cretan 
Sea. When they had rounded the island they found 
the north-west wind still blowing, so it happened, that 
when the evening was coming on, they had only made 
headway to the southern end of Argolis. Therefore 
they put all hands to the oars in order that they might 
reach the harbour of Troezen ; this they won about the 
hour of sunset. 
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IV. 

AN ARGIVE ENTERTAINMENT. 

WHEN the sailors had let go the anchor, JEgeus 
and his companions went up 
to the palace of King Pittheus, who was 
a son of Pelops, and the most learned 
prince of his time. 

m They found him sitting in the forecourt of his 
brazen-roofed (7) palace, conversing .with ambassadors 
from the city of Argos, the chief city of Argolis. When 
Pittheus saw the Athenian strangers he welcomed 
them heartily, and caused supper to be made ready. 

As they were going in to supper ^Ethra, the young 
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Jaughter of King Pittheus, came with her maidens 
bearing purple garlands and chaplets of choicest roses, 
with which they decked the strangers for the feast, 
and iEthra with her own hands placed a chaplet of 
flowers upon the head of the king of Athens. 9 As 
-^geus looked on her he was smitten with her beauty, 
and before he drank at supper he poured a libation of 
Maronean wine to celestial Aphrodite, the giver of joy 
in love, to render her propitious to his newly-sprung 
desires. 

Now when Hemocrates, King iEgeus' Lydian cham- 
ly MpM berlain, saw and smelt the roses of Troezen, 
he turned up his nose and said to Mystes, — 

"The people here are happy in that they have not 
seen or smelt the Lydian flowers, for if the perfume of 
our eastern roses came to their sense, they never after 
would regard these salt-sprayed buds, which turn me 
sick with longing for my native flowers. Tell me, good 
Mystes, what shall I do to enjoy the charming scent 
of my lovely Lydian flowers ? " 

'' Well, if I might be permitted to give a hint to so 
great a lord," said Mystes, « I would humbly ask you to 
preserve your nose till you find your rose." 
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** Urn ! " said Hemocrates, "you are pleased to be face- 
tious because you do not understand the yearnings of 
a refinpd and sensitive nature," — for the tunic-trailing 
Lydians thought themselves more refined than the 
Greeks, whereas the Greeks despised the Lydians as 
cowardly and efieminate. 

When the supper was over, and tale, song, and dance 
was the order of the evening, ^Egeus prevailed on 
Pittheus to invite his daughter and her 
maidens to come and hear his minstrels 
$>inging to the music of the cithara, and 
to look on while Zeno, the orchestes, 
performed his Cretan dance. So Pittheus 
humoured King -^geus, who when ^Ethra came in seated 
himself beside her ; thus causing the soothsayers^ and 
diviners, to say among themselves that he was running 
contrary to the instructions of the oracle of Phoebus. 
Of this iEgeus, who suspected from their looks what 
was .their opinion, took no heed, but continued beside 
the beautiful damsel, whose bashful unconsciousness was 
a delidous contrast to the studied airs of the dames of 
Athene; so that every moment the desire to possess 
her altogether waxed stronger and stronger. iEthra q\ 




Digitized by 



Google 



38 THE PRINCE OF ARGOLIS. 

her part thought him the goodliest and courtliest gentle- 
man she had ever seen, and with both eyes and lips 
showed the delight she took in his pleasant words. 




Little, I ween, did these two heed the tales, songs, or 
dances, till the cup* came to iEgeus. Then, with a 
pretended unconsciousness of ^thra's presence, 
intended to mislead the rest of the company, 
yet glancing with all his heart in his eyes at her 
delightsome face when he thought he was unobserved 
— he sang this Lydian f song ; which, though some- 

* It was usual at feasts for the cup to pass from hand to hand, and the 
person who held it sung a song, to which the rest gave attention. "When 
Demosthenes received a splendid cup with twenty talents from Harpalus as 
a bribe, and attempted to justify himself before the Athenians, they raised a 
great clamour, upon which a wit of the period stood up and said, sneer- 
ingly, *' Will you not listen to the man with the cup?" 

+ Lydian airs were brisk, light, and cheerful. Phrygian music was of a 
grave and solemn nature. 
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what stale in Athens, was as good as new at 
Trcezen : — 

Blest as the clear-eyed immortals 

Is he who may, sweet, by thy side 
Touch lips — incarnadined portals — 

Where soft speech and sweet smiles abide. 

Blest as by sun-bright Apollo, 

Is he who may bask in the smiles 
Of eyes which make men's hearts follow 

Their glances, by love-witching wiles. 

Blessed by ever-young Eros 

Is that man whose thou art alone ; 
Bliss beyond name is that hero's 

Who wins thy fair soul for his own. 

From the spoony nature of the song selected it will 
be seen that the gentle passion had made rapid progress 
in the bosom of King JEgeus, but we must remember 
that his heart was empty and panting for a tenant. 
When the song was ended, Mystes, addressing the com- 
pany in general, said, — 

" It is strange, but that same Lydian ditty was the 
first I ever sung in public. Well do I remember the 
time ; 'twas in the sweet, sentimental, but very nervous 
days of my youth, but I sang it wkh the true accent, 
gesture, and feeling of a Lydian singen*' 
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"Ah/' said Hemocrates, patronisingly, "then I sup- 
pose for the time being you felt quite like a Lydian." 

" By Phoebus ! you say truly, for I never felt so shaky 
and frightened in all my life." 

Hemocrates waxed wroth and said, — 

♦' You love too much to sneer at Lydia and Lydians, 
but the Greek men or women are not to be compared 
for beauty to the Lydians, nor can Athens or any 
Attic or Argive city compare with Ephesus, where I was 
bom." 

Said Mystes, — "That, my dear He- 
mocrates, IS all a matter of taste, for I 
I protest to this honourable company, 
that as to women I would rather kiss a 
dozen Argive virgins than one Lydian matron. As for 
cities, I value those of Attica so far beyond your Asian 
towns, that I would rather be hanged in Athens than 
die a natural death in Ephesus." 

At these sayings of Mystes the company laughed, but 
Hemocrates could only mutter and bite his lip. 

It was now iEthra's turn to sing, so she took 
the cithara and sang to a quaint Phoenician air the 
song called " Euotideus " (Little Cupid), which begins : — 
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Aphrodite gave 

Her young saucy sonny 
Lots of golden curls, 

But little golden money. 

Gold when it's in coins 
Leads the world astray, miles ; 

Gold when it's in curls 
Acts the selfsame way, whiles. 

H Then (with a voice as sweet as the rippling of 
Lesbian, Chian, or Falernian wines in golden craters,) in 
her song she related the story of the joys and sorrows 
of Eros and Psyche, so simply yet so faithfully that 
even some of the world-hardened Athenians had tears 
in their eyes ; the more unsophisticated Troezenians 
fairly blubbered over each other's shoulders as ^thra 
told of the lost Eros, and of Psyche's sad wanderings. 

After some other songs the company, sleepy, yet 
loth to part, were marshalled to the several sleeping 
apartments appointed for their use ; then silence was 
lord of the domes of Pittheus. 
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V. 

A SPEEDY WOOING. 

FAIR morning rose over the 
palace of King Pittheus, and 
when the guests had had their 
frugal morning meal of bread 
dipped in wine, they went out 
to view the gardens of the king. 
Pittheus walked with the sooth- 
sayers and sophists, and talked 
wisely of flowers and trees, and 
the mysterious words of the 
oracle. -£geus and Halycus strolled with -£thra and 
her maids ; gradually, however, iEgeus and ^Ethra sepa- 
rated themselves from the others, and took the path 
that led up the face of the hill on which stood the 
temple of Poseidon, whence one might look out to 
-^^ina and distant Attica. 
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B Now it happened that when they were with the 
others both JEgeus and ^Ethra talked gaily enough, and 
looked much and smilingly into each other's faces, but 
when they reached the grove round the temple, and had 
lost sight of their companions, they were both silent 
and constrained, and kept their faces averted. Now 
that his desired opportunity had come, iEgeus was half 
afraid to put his fortune to the test, and there was a 
perceptible quaver in his voice as he made some time- 
filling remark about the building they were approaching. 
But as iEthra, who looked lovelier and fresher than 
ever in the pure morning ligkt, glanced shyly at him in 
reply, he began to take courage, and gave back her 
glance with such heavy interest that the maiden trem- 
bled and dropped her eyes. nQHBll Seeing her con- 
fusion, -^geus became very bold, and said, gaily, — 

' " Troezen's lily feels the blast. You are cold, you 
tremble ; shall I wrap my cloak about you, or put my 
arm round your waist to shield you from the wind, — 
which shall it be ? " 

Said iEthra, glancing at him very archly, — 
H "We are taught in Troezen to treat strangers 
kindly, not to despoil them of their clothes." 
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" It must be the arm then ; here it is, with 

all my heart" He put his left. arm round her waist, and 

pressed her so closely that it was truly wonderful that 

she did not scream ; but her vyaist was young, supple,. 

and elastic, and could bear a great deal of spasmodic 

squeezing, without being much the worse. In another 

instant, to the astonishment of both, their 
I 
I lips accidentally met, and before they had 

W quite recovered from their surprise this 

i^ prodigy repeated itself more than once ; 

while Aphrodit4 who indeed had caused the delightsome 

contact, laughed joyously as she hovered unseen over 

the loving pair, who seemed in no hurry to withdraw 

their lips. Meanwhile the carven lions on the cornice 

of the temple gazed at the sight with open-mouthed 

wonder. 

It is hard to say how long this scene, so delightful 

to the actors, might have lasted, had not the sound of 

a footstep caught the ears of the lovers, and they started 

asunder — iEgeus with eyes fixed on the graven fishes 

on the temple frieze, and iEthra shading her eyes with 

her hand and looking out to a ship at sea with intense 

anxiety. 
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The footsteps drew nearer, and a turning in the path 
through the grove disclosed one of Poseidon s priests 



talcing his morning walk. A jolly man he seemed, and 
well haired ; and as he drew near a thought 
came to ^Egeus that here he might be 
betrothed without any fuss or trouble, 
-^thra, although she thought it very sud- 
den, was not very unwilling if her father could be got 
to confirm the betrothal. 

[HI When the priest came up iEgeus took him aside, 
and convinced him of his sincerity by giving a golden 
ring. The priest consented to witness the betrothal, so 
in the temple, iEthra 

" an oath did take 
Her faithful lover never to forsake ;" 
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and joining their right hands, the lovers kissed each 
other, and thus the compact was made. 

Then hand in hand they went down the hillside, and 
parting at the garden, ^Ethra sped lightly and daintily, 
but panting and blushing, to her chamber, while JEgeus 
went to surprise " the most learned prince of his time." 

But Pittheus was quite as much pleased as surprised,' 
although he was averse at first to the marriage being 
kept secret. Nevertheless when iEgeus begged that he 
might espouse -^thra secretly, lest his companions might 
tell in Athens that he had despised the commands of 
the oracle, Pittheus consented ; for when he heard again 
the words of the oracle he conceived that it would not 
be broken by iEgeus espousing his daughter; as th^ 
oracle did not say he was not to approach a woman 
till he reac/ied Athens, but that he was not to do so 
till he drew nigh to Athens. Although Troezen was 
a good distance from Athens, yet when compared with 
the distance of Delphi by water, it was comparatively 
near. (8) 

So he gave his consent and brought him to iEthra, 
and -^geus espoused her and made her his wife secretly 
that very night. 



Digitized by 



Google 



A SPEEDY WOOING. 47 

When the next morning came, -^geus would fain 
have stayed with his new-made wife, but his companions, 
full of their voyage to Delphi, and big with the import- 
ance of being the bearers of the oracle's ansWer, were 
eager to reach Athens. ^Egeus durst not tell them what 
he had done, lest they should consider him impious in 
not more strictly fulfilling the commands of far-darting 
Phoebus. 

^ At last the Athenians were prevailed upon by 
Pittheus to remain in Trcezen for some days longer, that 
he might enjoy the learned conversation of the sophists 
and diviners. During this time ^Egeus made much of 
the beautiful princess his wife. Hopeful that she 
might one day bear him a son, he took his way alone 
into a wood that skirted the shore beside Trcezen, 
and hiding his sword and sandals in a cavity which 
fitted the purpose, covered them with a large stone. 
When his departure could be delayed no longer, he told 
the princess what he had done, and desired that if she 
brought him a son (who, when he came to man's estate, 
should be able to remove the stone and take away the 
things left under it) she should send him with these 
tokens to him at Athens with all secrecy. For he 
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feared if the sons of his brother Pallas, who looked 
upon themselves as the heirs to the kingdom, came to 
know that he had a son, they would assassinate him, to 
gain the power for themselves. 

Then he took a tender and sorrowful farewell of the 

princess, bidding her re- 
member what was laid 
up. He sailed away 
to Athens, where he 
was gladly received, 
although his niephews 
remarked to each other 
that if he had been ac- 
cidentally lost it would 
not have been impos- 
sible to provide as good a king. ^Ethra, left behind 
in Trcezen, haunted the temple where her betrothal vow- 
was made, praying one while for the return of -^geus, 
and at another that her expected babe might be a son 
.to sit on the throne of his father, the King of Athens. 
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VI. 

THE VISION OF THESEUS. 

ANOTHER morning shone on Troezen's hills and 
wave-washed shore ; but twenty years had come 
and gone since that fair morrow when iEgeus and 
iEthra joined their hands in great Poseidon's temple. 
Changes had come, yet Pittheus and ^Ethra remained but 
slightly touched by the speeding years which had seen the 
birth and growth of ^Ethra's son, the god-like Theseus,* 
— Poseidon's son the people called him, for none knew 
that he had an earthly father, so well the secret of 
iEgeus had been kept. 

Pittheus himself had taught the boy the mystery of 
the letters which Cadmus the Phoenician had brought 

* The Greek word " Thesis " signifies laying up : he was called Theseus 
on account of the tokens laid up by ^Egeus. 

4 
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into the Argive land (9) ; Connidas also instructed him in 
knowledge, and many hidden things. 
^p^ Theseus became a mighty hunter, and so skilled 
Ri^ in all the exercises of the athletes, that none in 
Troezen could stand before him in wrestling, or in 
iightii^ with the cestus. The wrestlers, boxers, and 
fencers who came from afar, he likewise overthrew. 

It was little wonder that the simple Troezenians 
regarded him as more than human. Never had there 
appeared before their eyes such a youth for wisdom, 
beauty, and strength ; never a chief so gay and humour- . 
ous in his freaks, so daring in fight or on the sea, or 
sp terribly earnest in his hunting of wild-beasts, cheats, 
robbers, liars, and all those that oppressed by guile or 
by force. 

H Theseus, novvr come to man's estate, had taken a 
voyage to Delphi and offered the first-fruits of his 
hair to ApoUo, as was the custom. Wherever he went 
the people talked of the exploits of his cousin-german, 
the great Heracles. Theseus was fired with an ambition 
to emulate his deeds, as he listened with fierce and 
passionate delight to the conversation of those who 
could tell of the feats of Heracles, or had seen him 
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as he journeyed by sea or land to clear the land of rob- 
bers and cruel oppressors. So it came to pass that 
when he returned to Troezen the example of Hqracles 
was always in his mind, forming his dreams by night ; 
and by day, spurring him on to pursue the same career 
of glory. He chafed at the quiet Troezen life and longed 
to visit the mysterious world — the abode of syrens, 
enchanters, mighty kings and cruel robbers, dragons and 
monsters — that lay beyond the Argive hills. 

Now at Troezen there was an old altar dedicated to 
the Muses and to Sleep, by Ardalus, who was the 
inventor of the flute and beloved by the Muses. It 
was customary for those in Troezen who were in any 
kind of trouble to abstain certain days from wine, after 
which they lay down by this altar to sleep ; and here, 
by the inspiration of the Muses, the cure for their 
troubles was revealed to them. 

Ill Last night Theseus had laid himself beside Ardalus' 
altar, and this morning he had awaked with peace in 
his mind and joy in his heart, for he had seen wondrous 
visions. As he stepped lightly down the hill to tell his 
mother what he had seen, he saw her coming up, so he 
ran to meet her, and cried out,— - 
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'' I must to Attica — there my fortune lies. I have 
seen great sights, which have swept away the confused 
yearnings of my life." 

'' What sights, and why to Attica ? ** said iEthra, turn- 
ing pale and trembling now that her son's hour had 
come. 

^' Listen ! " said Theseus. " As I lay beside the altar 
last night, black and lurid forms, shapeless and cloudlike, 
came swirling round my head, weaving in and out in 
endless whirl, till my eyes were like to crack, and my 
liead throbbed with intensest pain, — endless seemed the 
time while those confused shadows seethed around me. 
All at once the mad dance ceased, though the gloomy 
presence still remained; and I heard the sound of 
innumerable flutes far away in the distance, breathing 
a stately Phrygian measure. As the music drew nearer 
the dark clouds left me and lay upon the bosom 
of the sea, and I saw the land road to Attica shining 
like gold. Far in the distance, I beheld a city of 
temples and palaces shining in faint blue and white 
against a tremulous sky of palest golden light ; in 
front of the city was reared an empty throne, made all 
of gold and ivory, and a voice in the music seemed to 
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say, " Come hither ; come hither." Then the music 
came nearer ; mixed with the sound of flutes I heard 
the twang of the plectrum on the strings of the cithara, 
the tramp of armed men, and the clang of brazen 
armour. Nearer and nearer came the sounds. Before 
my sight appeared a host of warrior-chiefs, kings, 
lawgivers, and priests — gods they seemed, — as moving 
in majestic cadence to the stately march, three times 
they circled round the altar where I lay. As they 
passed, I saw they were the heroes and the kings 
who ruled our own and other lands in olden days 
Some still alive were there, for I saw our Theban 
Heracles clad with his lion's skin in the ^ 
forefront — to me he seemed to beckon 
— Ogyges, Cecrops, Cranaus, Pandion, 
Erechtheus, all were there ; Cretan Sea- ^ 
mander, Perseus of Argos, Prometheus 
and Deucalion, and a thousand more. Each as he 
passed me pointed to the distant throne and shining 
road that led to Attica : therefore to Athens I must go, 
and that by land." 

" Oh, say not so, my son : to Athens you shall go, for 
'tis your destiny, but not by land. But come with nie 
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and sefe if you are fit." She led him to the wood, and 
showed him the great stone covered over by creeping 
plants, curling acanthus, and soft green moss. " Lift it," 
said iEthra. Theseus grasped the stone with bpth his 
hands, and tearing it from the place in which it had lain 
FBis8I^B so long, threw it back and revealed the 
golden-hilted sword and jewelled sandals of his royal 
father. 

Then -^thra told him the secret of his birth, and how 
he must go unknown to Athens. He was impatient to 
be gone, and was resolved to go by land, 'though iEthra, 
and after her, Pittheus, entreated him to go by sea, 
as it was almost certain death to go by land, from the 
multitude of cruel robbers who infested all the way. {10) 

But Theseus was firm in his first intention, for he 
thought it a dishonour if he, the descendant of Erechtheus 
and Pelops, should fly from such adventures as naturally 
came in his way, while Heracles had traversed sea and 
land to purge the country of oppressors up till this time, 
when he had become the slave and lover of Omphale, 
the Lydian queen. 

When Pittheus and -^thra saw that they could not 
shake the resolution of Theseus they were sad at heart. 
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as they thought he was going to a certain and cruel 
death — for what was this stripling that he should hope 
to escape where so many strong men had 
perished? his fearless spirit, leading him 
to trials that a more cautious man would 
shun, they thought to be only an additional 
source of danger. 

On the morning on which he resolved to depart, they 
took him up to the temple of Poseidon on the hill above 
Troezen, whence they could look out upon the sea, and 
far away north-east to that pale blue cloud which was 
the Attic land ; the place where Athens lay was hidden 
by the nearer isle of -^gina, shining in golden light and 
purple shadow from the glowing sun which rose over 
the dim isles of Cythnos, Ceos, and Seriphos. 

B Pittheus pointed out to Theseus how clear the 
sea way to Athens shone in the sun, and how the land 
was mountains, howling forests, rocks, and scarce lighted 
glens, while the way by land was twice as long as that 
by the sea ; but Theseus said, — 

" The honour will be the greater. And do you think 
-^geus would acknowledge for his son, a cur who skulked 
for fear of wild cats' claws ? " 
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Then embracing his mother and his grandfather he 
girt his cloak about him, and waving the sword and 
sandals, took his way down the mountain side, till he 
reached the path that crept along the coast, away north- 
westward to Epidaurus. 

Though looking like those who never thought to see 
his face again, Pittheus and iEthra were conscious of 
a hope lurking deep in their hearts, begotten by the 
god-inspired confidence of Theseus. So they took their 
way into the temple, and by prayer and sacrifice com- 
mended the youth to the keeping of the Great Father 
who ruled the heavens, the earth, and the sea. 
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VII. 

PERIPHETES. 

THESEUS gaily walked along, now skirting the 
sea shore, and now scaling craggy rocks that ran 
into the sea. He was glad and joyous, for the day was 
fair, and the son of iEgeus had too good an opinion of 
himself, and had been too successful in all the fights 
against men and beasts he had undertaken hitherto, to 
dream of failure. Whistling and singing as he went, 
he came to a place where he could no longer follow the 
sea, but must needs try to find a way further inland. 
Here hills succeeded hills, with deep and narrow glens, 
through which roaring torrents of wild water rushed 
headlong to the sea ; these had to be crossed. Then 
boggy ground appeared as it were to engulf him on 
every side ; and when this was escaped, to keep truly to 
his road he had to climb hills, and cross valleys and 
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streams. This toilsome part of the journey stole away 
the last part of the daylight ; so that when the glowing 
sun was setting behind the mountains that guarded the 
western side of Argos, he was still among the hills. 
Around him lay mountain, moss, and fell — trackless, 
and waste, and desolate. "Over the next hill," he 
thought, " surely must Epidaurus lie." Therefore, push- 
ing on across the valley and up the other side, to his 
joy he heard, mixed with the roar of the mountain 
torrent, the noise of the sea, and saw it no longer 
bright and cheerful as in the morning, but dark, and 
grim, and cold ; nevertheless he looked on it as his 
friend, for by following it he must needs come at some 
time to Athens, whereas following these fearsome glens 
might lead to horrors worse than those of dreadful 
Acheron. 

Stumbling on till he came to the edge of the mountain 
top, Theseus on looking down rejoiced to see before 
him, and between the mountain and the sea, a fire 
burning among the trees and rocks, at the mountain's 
foot. He slid and scrambled down till he came close 
by the fire, at which a kid was being roasted. He could 
perceive no human being ; nothing but grotesquely 
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grouped rocks, which the leapings of the fire threw into 
such fantastic shapes that they looked like grim stony- 
demons waiting for their prey. 

Theseus stepped forward into the blazing light, 
and touched the kid, that hung on sticks over the fierce 
fire, with the point of his hanger. 

" Halloa ! my Argian cock," said a deep gruff voice 
from the other side of the fire. " My bouncing youngster, 
touch not the kid, for fear of sudden death." 

Bl Then Theseus became aware of a huge man 
wearing a bearskin, the head of which came up and 
formed a cap, so that his face glare^i out from what had 
formerly been the mouth of the animal, while the 
gleaming teeth appeared over the man's shaggy eye- 
brows, and below, the lower jaw of the beast enclosed 
his chin in a manner which Theseus thought must be 
very uncomfortable. However, this gigantic man 
was evidently a humble follower of the fashion set 
by Theseus' favourite, Heracles, who wore the spoils of 
the Nemean lion in the selfsame way. Theseus re- 
solved to be polite, for that, if for no other reason ; so 
he said mildly, but perhaps rather patronisingly — for 
it is very difficult for a young man who has been 
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treated almost as a god all his life to be civil to a 
bully, a rough, or a poorer person than himself without 
being patronising, — 

" Mine honest friend, I only tried to see if the meat was 
cooked, thinking your lordship would like to know, in 
case you might wish to invite. a wayworn and benighted 
stranger to share your feast," and he made a very polite 
bow. 

"You are a proper youngster," said the giant, half 
sarcastically, half admiringly, " but perhaps you'll crow 
not quite so clear when you shall hear my name.'* 

iHe came forward, dragging a brazen club, 
and seized Theseus by the shoulder. The- 
seus firmly grasped his sword, but otherwise 
did not move a muscle; while the huge 
man first stooped down and glared with mad eyes into 
his face. Then pushing him back, he shouldered his club 
and strutted proudly round the fire, yelling and shouting 
in a kind of chant, — 

** Ha-ow ! I am Periphetes, 
Club-bearing Corynetes. 
Fighting my meat is. 
Men's blood my drink is.'* 
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He came again to Theseus, and said, " Hah ! dost 
thou tremble now ? No ! Dost know my name ? thou 
hast heard it afore, I'll warrant.'* 

, " Yes," said Theseus quietly, " I have heard it : it 
is the name of a thief, a robber, a spoiler of honest men ; 
the name too, if report belie it not, of a cowardly 
murderer." 

" Hah ! " said Periphetes, " thou hast spoke thy doom, 
1 did intend to spare thy life when first I saw thee 
brave; but by the dreadful nameless Samothracian 
gods (11) thou shalt fall, like the others. Speak thy 
tiame quickly, that I may know whose ghost it is that 
last has joined the train that sweeps before me nightly 
in the woods ; — whose son art thou ? " 

" If it will do you good to know, they say Poseidon * 
is my father, an.d I know the Princess iEthra is my 
mother ! " 

" Poseidon thy father ! Nay, my brave cock, thou liest 
there ; for thou art the spawn of some fish-gorging 
Troezen knave and royal harlot. Take this ! " 

He made a stroke at Theseus with his club, just 

♦ It would have spoilt Theseus* plan if it became known bef jre he 
reached Athens that he was the son of ^geus. 
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as the youth, stung by the last taunt, leapt at his throat 
with his short sword. The blow from the giant's club fell 
almost harmless from Theseus' change of position, and 
the other strokes were nearly as harmless, as Theseus 
continued to cling by his one arm to the giant's neck, 
while he tried with his sword to pierce the tough bear- 
skin that was fastened thick round his throat. Seeing 
the uselessness of the club under the circumstances, the 
giant dropped it on the ground, and with his two hands 
tore Theseus off his throat and hurled him some dis- 
tance, intending no doubt to maim him against the rocks. 
Luckily, however, he lighted on his feet, and rushing at 
Periphetes, as he was trying to recover his club, the 
young hero drove his sword with all his force into the 
giant's left side, upon which, with a howl of anguish and 
disappointed fury, he staggered and fell. Theseus seized 
the terrible brazen club with both hands, cracked in the 
giant's skull, and so killed him. 

Going to drink of the spring that bubbled 
from the rocks, Theseus saw beside it the en- 
trance to a cave where Periphetes had his 
abode. After he had washed himself and his sword at 
the spring, he went back to the fire where the kid hung 
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roasting, and carved it with 



his sword and made a hearty ^^i 




supper. Then stripping the bearskin off the body of 
Periphetes, he rolled himself in it before the fire and 
slept till morning. 
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VIII. 

IN THE ISTHMUS. 

IN the morning, after he had made his breakfast of 
the kid, he went into the cave that he had discovered 
the night before, and there he saw great heaps of spoil : 
jewels, gold, brazen swords and shields, carpets and 
rich robes, and other things that Periphetes had gotten 
by murder and robbery. 

He took the brazen club as a trophy 
of his success, and left the spoils of 
Corynetes to the country folk, and his 
body to the vultures and the kites. 

Soon he met a man journeying, who 
promised to carry the tidings to Troezen, to his mother 
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and his grandfather ; but this man also spread the news 
round about, and praises and blessings were showered 
upon Theseus for ridding the country of this fearful 
pest. 

Theseus, however, would not tarry by the way, and 
continued his journey Athens-wards without accident or 
notable incident till he came to the Isthmus. 

There, as he journeyed, away on his left he 
saw the sun between the marble pillars, and 
glittering on the brazen roofs of Ephyra, the city which 
in these later days is called Corinthus ; on his right was 
the Saronic sea, with distant Salamis sparkling in the 
full light of the declining sun, like an opal amidst the 
dark waters. 

Soon, however, Theseus found his path was shut in 
by rocks, and forests of the dark pine. As he went 
on, he heard the noise of one running before and 
above him through the pines, so he was oa his guard 
against surprise ; then there was a whistle, which was 
answered on all sides. Theseus drew his breath more 
quickly, knowing that eyes which he could not see were 
on him, and that mayhap arrows were on the way at the 
moment to pierce his heart ; but he walked on till a turn 

5 
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of the path showed him a man standing carelessly iii the 
middle of the road, grasping in one hand the trunk of a 
young tree for ai club ; he also saw others farther back 
in the forest, who might have been spectators and 
nothing else, but that they bore ropes in their hands as 
if for some purpose. 

The man who stood in the way was of a goodly 
height, but therein seemed to be the smallest part of 
his power, for he was broad in proportion, and the 
muscles of his shoulders, arms, chest, and legs could 
be seen distinctly through the shining yellow skin like 
those of a brazen statue. 

When he came abreast of him, Theseus was about 
to pass with "A fair good e'en to you," when the 
man thrust out his pine-tree across the narrow way 
and said, — 

"Softly, young sir ; you seem a stranger here, or you 
would know that Sinfnis allows no one to pass through 
his land unless he pays fair tribute." 

^* Who then is Sinnis, that he should make strangers 
pay? " said Theseus. 

'* That am I,'" said the man, — " Sinnis the pine-bender, 
a name of fear to those in Corinth and Megarian 
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lands, master of this isthmus ; and my demand in brief 
is all that you have— that golden-hilted sword, those 
jewelled sandals, your club, your purse, your cloak, 
aye and your life are mine, — so doff your raiment and 
set down your sword, and thank the Stygian gods 
you thus may save your life." 

Theseus whirled the brazen club of Periphetes round 
fais head, and said — " In that Southern land where I was 
bred I have been taught to bless the gods that I can 
keep and use my sword to better purpose : stand back, 
and let me pass in peace, or those same Stygian gods 
shall have a prey they long have waited for." 

Sinnis said not another word, but smote with all his 
strength with his pine-tree at Theseus, who received 
the blow on the spikes in the head of his club. A 
great piece flew off the pine, and before Sinnis could 
recover from the impetus of his own blow or raise his 
pine-tree to guard, Theseus struck him on the right 
shoulder, breaking the bone and making his right arm 
useless; then thrusting the spiked head of the club 
forward beneath his chin he stnt him sprawling heavily 
on his back, and there held him fast. The men who 
stood with the ropes, expecting a different ending to the 
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fight, were about to run from the spot, when Theseus 
commanded them to bring the ropes to him. This they 
did, quaking for fear the while. After he had bound. 
Sinnis he dragged him forward to the two nearest pines 
which suited his purpose, and which had been cleared 
for Sinnis' next victim, and said to the robber, — 
" The death you gave to others shall be your own." 
Sinnis prayed and offered the spoils of his years of 
rapine in vain ; Theseus still said " No," and the men, 
who were well accustomed to- the work, soon bent to the 
earth the two trees, to each of which they firmly tied an 
arm and a leg of the devoted Sinnis. When all was 
ready, they cut the cords that kept the trees bent, when 
they sprung back to their original position, and the 
limbs of the robber chief were in an instant torn from 
his body. 

B! When Theseus questioned the men they told him, 
tremblingly, that they were the unwilling instruments 
of Sinnis' cruelty — honest traders of Corinthus mostlyj 
whom Sinnis had seized, — and that they were only too 
glad to be free from the horrible life. Then Theseus 
went to look for the daughter of Sinnis, of whom the 
men had told him, a wonder for beauty and stature, 
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and named Perigone. He found her concealed among 



shrubs, rushes, and wild asparagus. In 
her simplicity and terror she was praying to these plants 
and bushes, promising that if they would save and hide 
her she would never burn nor destroy them. When 
Theseus promised to treat her kindly, she came to 
him : and Theseus was as good as his word, and after- 
wards gave her as a wife to Deloneus the CEchalian. 

A few miles from the place where Sinnis ^^| 
had carried on his robberies, was Crommyon W^ssei 
on the coast, at the head of the Saronic gulf. In this 
place resided a woman called Phaea, or the Sow, who 
was one of the pests of the surrounding country. She 
stole the young virgins of the lands about, and sold 
them as slaves : she also decoyed the mariners of 
passing ships, and the travellers between Megara and 
Corinthus, to her abode, where she robbed and mur- 
dered them. 

As thqre was no magistrate in the land, and as none of 
the people of the country dared to oppose Phaea for fear 
of evil to themselves, they implored Theseus, when they 
heard how he had overcome Sinnis, to deliver them 
from the curse of Phaea's residence among them. 
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Theseus undertook to call Phaea to account, and went 
down to Crommyon, the people of the country following 
him. When Theseus came to the house of Phaea he 
went in, but the country folk stayed outside. He found 
her amidst a troop of women, while five ferocious-looking 
men gambled together in a corner. 

" Look," said Theseus to the fiery-eyed woman- who 
seemed to be the mistress, "I am Theseus, called 
Poseidon's son. I have entered your house because . I 
have a message to you — a message from the gods; — 
they are angry with you for your crimes, your stealing 
of virgins, and your murders of men ; and I am sent 
to destroy you unless you repent and live honestly 
instead of by guile." 

As the stalwart, golden-haired, and eagle-glancing 
young Theseus stood like a god, saying these words, 
and really believing that he was commissioned by 
heaven, the women gazed in admiring wonder, and the 
men drew back awe-stricken ; but his words seemed 
only to render Phsea herself mad with fury, and she 
swore by the infernal gods that out of her net he should 
not escape. 

"Come on, you skulking brutes!" she cried to hef 
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men, "where are your clubs? v^hy do yqu stand and" let 
this water-rat insult | your mistress ? " She seized an 



irbn (12) hatchet and dashed forward at Theseus, but he 
darted out the brazen head of his club at her throat. 
She stumbled over just in time to take the feet from 
two of the men who were advancing to the attack, 
and they too fell at the feet of Theseus, where a 
couple of dropping blows settled them for the present. 
The strokes of the other three men, half-hearted as 
they were, Theseus easily caught on his club ; then he 
felled them with a regularity and precision that showed 
that he was getting more and more masterly in his 
handling of the weapon of Periphetes. Calling for 
ropes, he was soon supplied by the people outside, who 
had watched the fray, and now came gladly in to give 
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their assistance. Phaea and her men they bound, and 
hanged on the roof-tree, suffering the other women to 
escape. Then they gave the accursed house to the 
flames, to the great contentment and delight of all the 
people around. 
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IX. 

SCIRON AND CERCYON. 

*' A FTER Crommyon, rising above Attica, are the 
. -^^^ rocks called the Scironides, which afford no 
passage along the sea-side. Over them, however, is 
the road which leads to, Megara and Attica from the 
Isthmus. The road approaches 30 near the rocks that 
jn many places it runs along the edge of precipices, for 
.the overhanging mountain is of great height and im- 
passable." Here, on a jutting piece of cliff, was built 
the house of Sciron. 
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The sun was now set, but the moon shining over the 
isle of iEgina gave Theseus light enough as he climbed 
the rock-cut stair that led to Sciron*s mansion* Be- 
fore it was a terrace running along the edge of the 
cliffs, which went sheer down into the sea. Part of 
this terrace was covered by a roof supported by- 
thick columns, and formed a cool porch or hall for 
the house, to which it was joined on one side. 

To this part of the building Theseus took his way, 
as he perceived figures moving about on the other 
side of a large brazier, from which the flames, blown 
about by the sea breeze, shot out a ruddy glare, con- 
trasting strangely with the calm moonlight outside. 
Mounting the steps under the columns, he went in and 
took his seat on the hearth. {13) 

A man who sat on a chair opposite sur- 
veyed him with a surprised but sneering and 
cruel look upon his bloated face, and shining 
out of his inflamed eyes. 

This was Sciron, one who used to make strangers 
wash his feet, and in wanton cruelty take the op- 
portunity of their being thus, engaged to push them 
over the cliff into the sea. Of this little peculiarity 
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Theseus had been made well aware. — At length Sciron 
spoke. 

"Who are you," he said, "that come stealing into 
honest houses at this time o' night ? Some footpad 
robber, mayhap, who has heard that I am rich," and 
he glanced complacently round on the painted pillars 
and brazen-lined walls and roofs. 

"I am no robber," said Theseus, "but one who wars 
with robbers and all oppressors." 

"Then no doubt, sir, youVe work enough in hand," 
sneered Sciron. "You're rather young for such a 
trade; however, let that pass. I have a custom here 
that all who wish the shelter of my roof, they first 
must wash my feet. Bring water, slaves ! whilst I 
move my chair that I may see the distant lights 
twinkling across the sea in Salamis." 

Theseus, who saw what these preparations meant, 
sat still. 

Sciron, seated within a few feet of the edge of the 
precipice, and facing the sea, called out,— 

" Come on, young stranger, here's your place ; wash 
you my feet, and you shall sleep this night in such a bed 
that i' the morn you will not wish to rise;" here he 
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looked to the slaves, who understood this ancient joke 
of his, and, sycophant-like, grinned delighted approval. 
" Come on, young lordling, pride ne'er will fill your 
stomach. Come, come." 

There was a pause. 

Theseus rose from his lowly seat on the hearth, 
threw off his cloak, laid down his weapons, and came 
slowly to the place where Sciron sat; and as he 
walked his appearance changed — the humble-looking 
stranger of a minute ago seemed to grow taller, 
stronger, and more like a god. The slaves shrank 
back in terror as he walked with stately leisure up to 
Sciron, who, with his head twisted over his shoulder, 
sat waiting for him. There was a dead silence ; not a 
breath could be heard from the aforetime noisy slaves ; 
the waves were . at rest ; — only the soft noise of the 
flames was heard as they wove out and in and leapt 
up and sank down again in their brazen house. 

The eye of Sciron was fixed on Theseus, his under 
jaw had dropped and was trembling, while all the rest 
of his body seemed rigid and stiff. 

Theseus, walking to the edge of the precipice, looked 
over. Then turning round on the terrified wretch,, who 
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Seemed to be made conscious in some mysterious way 
that his hour of doom had come, he said, — 



" Sciron ! " 

" Yes, yes," groaned the man, as if in pain. " Spare 
me, and take off your eyes." 

" Sciron ! you have heard of Theban Heracles, per- 
haps have seen him, and know well how he dealt with 
Egypt's king, Busiris, {H) the accursed one who offered 
strangers as a sacrifice ; bragging Antaeas, how the hero 
slew; and robber Termerus, whose thickened skull had 
dealt Termerian mischief on a thousand luckless heads." 

" I have heard ! Have mercy ! " said Sciron, who was 
beginning to recover his senses. 
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** Such mercy as you showed to others shall be yours ; 
for as my Theban cousin made their deeds return upon 
the heads of those who did the wrong, so do I. The 
fate of those whose bones bestrew the ocean caves and 
rocks below shall soon be yours. Food of vulture, kite, 
and scaly fish you made them ; and — all unmindful of 
the rites due to the hospitable gods— you dashed them 
on the points of jagged rocks, to fall at last unpurified 
into Poseidon's arms." 

Here Theseus paused to take breath ; but this eloquent 
address, which hd had sketched out in his mind ds he 
came along from Crommyon, was nearly fatal to the 
hero, for it gave Sciron time to collect the remainder of 
his scattered wits. Driven to bay, he sprang at Theseus, 
to hurl him over the cliff while off his guard, and it 
was only by dropping on his knees that Theseus pre- 
served his life. Sciron pushed him to the edge, but 
Theseus had grasped him so tightly round the body, that 
to save himself from being tilted over Sciron drew back, 
overturning his ivory chair and brazen basin, and drag- 
ging Theseus, still on his . knees, back with him. The 
slaves, too terrified to interfere, screamed in their terror 
and contorted their bodies as if it were they that were 
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in danger, and not Sciron or Theseus. When Theseus 
found himself far enough from the edge to act with safety 
he rose from his knees, and squeezing the breath half 
out of Sciron 's body, lifted him off his legs, and hurled 
him clear out over the precipice into the sea. 

Theseus slept that night in Sciron's bed, and next 
morning called the scared and trembling slaves, who 
had hid themselves at first ; on being assured that he 
intended them no hurt, they came out. He questioned 
them about their master, who had so lately come to 
an untimely end. To his great distress he learned that 
Sciron, besides being close akin to iEgeus, was the son 
of Canethus, and Henioche, the daughter of Pittheus, and 
therefore his maternal cousin. His deafh, though de- 
served, sat heavy on the soul of Theseus, and he desired 
the slaves to tell him where he might be purified from 
the crime of shedding his kinsman's blood. 

They could not tell : " Religious rites," they said, "we 
have no time to practise. Perhaps the youjpg lord 
might hear at Megara, which is near and on the way 
to Athens." 

Theseus sent one of the slaves to bid Perigone, the 
daughter of Sinnis, whom he had left at the Isthmus, 
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come to Sciron's house, where he installed her as 
mistress, till he should be purified and return from 
Athens in peace. He took his way to Megara, where 
he learned that the most famous keepers of the holy 
mysteries of Demeter were the Phytalidae, far away 
at Cephisia, beside Mount Pentelicus. To that place 
•then Theseus resolved to go. ^ When he had crossed 
the Megarian border and came into Attica, he heard 
that Cercyon, the Arcadian, who reigned at Eleusis, 
through which he had to pass, was a mighty man of 
valour, and the prince of wrestlers; and that, rejoicing 
in his great strength, he suffered no strangers to pass 
through Eleusis unless they tried a fall with him. Those 
who told Theseus of this, advised him to cross the 
mountains, and go round about, so as to avoid Eleusis ; 
for that no man had been able to stand before Cercyon : 
but Theseus said, — 

*' Is he stronger than Periphetes, whose club I carry, 
or Sinnis, whom I slew in the Isthmus, or more wily 
than Sciron, whom I gave to the fishes ? I will go to 
Eleusis : Zeus did not bring me this length to desert 
me now." 

When he came to Eleusis the people said, " See this 
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young springy supple tiger, who comes to get his back 
cracked by the iron grip of Cercyon ! ** 

In the market-place sat Cercyon on a marble throne, 
watching the young men who wrestled at his feet ; 
catching sight of Theseus as he entered, he told his 
heralds to bid him draw near. When Theseus came 



he scanned him with his eye, and said to those about 

him, "As proper a lad as ever I saw, but he wants 

weight — wants weight." 

And Theseus on his part scanned Cercyon as narrowly. 

He was amazed at the power of his build, and the size 

of his muscles — for all his body was naked, save for a 

robe that lay carelessly across his knees, — so that he 

could see his brawny, hairy limbs and bulging chest ; 

but he also noticed how the flesh hung puffily on his 

6 
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jaws. So he said to himself, "This has been a better 
man once on a day than he is now/' When he saw that 
he rose stiffly from his chair and that his carriage was 
springless, he thought, " By Zeus* good help, sir, I shall 
conquer you." 

Cercyon came forward to the edge of the platform 
on which his throne was placed, and throwing off his 
loose robe stood naked before Theseus and all the 
people, and said, — " Come, fair young sir, and let us 
try which is the better man." 

Said Theseus, "Surely *tis not your custom to bid 
strangers, tired and worn out, unwashed and with their 
joints unoiled, try a fall } " 

" Ay ! that it is ! " said Cercyon, and all the people 
laughed; "but," continued he, "you shall have your 
choice whether we play upon the level ground, or on 
the platform here." This he said, hoping Theseus would 
choose the high spot, so that he might pitch him down 
as they wrestled, and break his neck, as he had done 
many others. 

Theseus saw the platform would suit him well, so he 
vaulted up, and throwing off his cloak and laying down 
club, sword, and sandals, he stood naked facing Cercyon. 
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"Now," said Cercyon," my crown against your sandals; 
if you overcome me you shall be my heir." At this the 
people laughed, looking on the stranger as, as good a3, 
dead. " I see not why you should not be, 
for '* (here an ugly shadow crossed his face) " I 
have sworn my daughter's shore-begotten brat 
shall never fill my seat. Now have at thee-^Orthapale 
or Anaklinopale ? "* 

" Orthapale," said Theseus, " the other is for slaves. 
Come on." Then they each took some sand into their 
hands and got into grips. 

Cercyon grasped Theseus, and crushing him 
into his own body, lifted him off his feet and 
made to fling him from him ; Theseus, however, stuck 
fast to him, and getting his feet^ slipped his own right 
bench under Cercyon's loins, and putting his right arm 
round his adversary's neck, with a heave and a twist 
brought him with a heavy fall to the ground. A roar of 



* * Orthapale ' was wrestling as understood at the present day ; in * Anak- 
linopale' the combatants used to throw themselves down and continue the 
fight upon the ground by pinching, biting, and scratching. 

" At first the Greeks contended only with strength of body, but Theseus 
invented the art of wrestling by which men were enabled to throw down 
those who were far superior to them in strength." — Pausanias! ** Atticus,^^ 
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astonishment came from the crowd, and Cercyon rose, 
his face red with passion and disappointment, and 
said, — 

" Three falls, three falls, I claim, then, the best man 
wins." 

They went to it again ; Cercyon then rushed so 
violently on Theseus that he brought him to his 
knees ; while Theseus struggled to rise, Cercyon tried 
to throw him fairly down, but failing in this, he threw 
all his weight on the lad, and fell on the top of him, 
nearly crushing all the breath out of his body. 

The heralds said that that fall must count to neither 
of them, as Cercyon had fallen with his man. 

During the time they took breath, bets ran high 
among the excited spectators, to whom it was some- 
thing new to see their athlete-king so baffled. 

Cercyon again tried to overpower him by mere weight, 
as he had done last time, and to hurl him over the 
platform ; but not succeeding, he attempted to throw 
him by the cross buttock fall, by which Theseus had 
overturned him. He manoeuvred till he got Theseus 
near the edge of the platform and had him safe under his 
left elbow. Now was his time; but Theseus, as wary. 
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and, more knowing than himself, slipped his right arm 
across Cercyon*s breast up to his neck, and the same 
moment bending his right knee under the back of the 
limbs of Cercyon, he caught him by the left ankle with 
his left hand; then he pressed his right arm with all 
force on Cercyon's breast and neck — who in vain re- 
sisted with all his strength ; as Cercyon began to sway 
backward over Theseus* leg, Theseus lifted the foot he 
had grasped with his left hand, and Cercyon went back- 
ward, head foremost over the platform, and came with 
a horrible crashing thud upon the pavement below. 

Of himself he did not move ; the people ran and 
tried to raise him — he could not rise — his neck was 
broken — he was dead. 

When the Eleusinians saw that their b^?^ 
king was killed there was a howl of in- jgjj' 
dignation against the stranger, who stood calmly on 
the platform, looking down on the seething mass of 
people. The heralds, interposing, turned the anger of 
the people into admiration, when, on questioning Theseus, 
they found that he was the slayer of Periphetes, Sinnis 
and Sciron — the youth whose fame had already spread 
over the land. The fickle citizens shouted that Theseus 
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should be king, as he had fairly won the crown which 
was wagered against his sandals. But Theseus said he 
had other business which prevented his tarrying in 
Eleusis at this time, and desired that they should elect 
their worthiest man to rule, at least till he himself 
should return. Diodes being chosen, Theseus spent 
the remainder of the day in settling the affairs of the 
city, and passed the night in the straw-crowned palace 
of Eleusis. 

Departing next morning, the youths 

crowned him with a garland of poplar, and 

walked in procession with him past the 

gates, while some played on flutes and 

citharas, and sang and danced and sported 

round the conqueror of Cercyon. 

They directed Theseus the way to Cephisia, where 

dwelt the Phytalidae, the keepers of the lioly mysteries 

of Demeter (whom the ^Egyptians call Isis, and some 

name Ceres) ; but they bade him be wary, and avoid 

the house of Damastes, surnamed Procrustes the 

Stretcher, who had a bed which he said fitted every 

one that lay on it. If they were shorter, he stretched 

and beat their bodies till they were long enough, and if 
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they were longer than the bed, he lopped off their heads 
or feet to make theni short enough, and so tortured 
them to death. 

^ But Theseus said, — ** I will not shirk Damastes if he 
comes my way, and Zeus, the avenger of violated hospi- 
tality, will be on my side, for surely by the gods is vile 
Procrustes doomed ; and him who is the object of their 
wrath, I know no swiftness saves, no darkness hides, 
no strong place can defend; since in all, all things 
are subject to their power, and everywhere they are 
equally the lords of all" 
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PROCRUSTES. 

A FTER the Eleusinian youths had bidden Theseus 
farewell, he travelled over mountains and across 
streams that feed the Cephissus; on his left were the 
ridges of Cithaeron,, and before him Mount Pentelicus, 
in alternate light and shade as the cloud-shadows 
flickered over its marble sides. Lured by the cool 
shade of the forest at the foot of Mount Cithaeron, 
he entered it, and chased the beasts that haunt its 
deep recesses, till the day was almost gone, then he 
bethought him, and returned to his road for Cephisia. 
As he journeyed, he saw before him, on the face of an 
olive-clad hill, a mansion of fair white marble, with 
graven pillars and brazen capitals. " Surely," thought 
Theseus, "that fair dwelling cannot be the habitatior^ 
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of the murderous Damastes ! the gods are too just to 
let so vile a man live in peace in so fair a palace.*' 

As he neared the house, a man with a long black 
beard, a hooked nose, and bald head, which 
was crowned with a chaplet of flowers, 
came out, and courteously, and in a very 
melodious voice, saluted him. 

The man had bracelets of gold on his wrists, and a 
jewelled collar on his neck ;. he was large and fat and 
comfortable-looking, and was clad in an embroidered 
robe ; his speech was kindly and witty withal, so that 
Theseus thought he had never y^et fallen in with one 
so gentle and so good. 

^^pn Therefore, when* he invited the young Argive 
ul^B 5^to his house, Theseus gladly, but humbly, ac- 
cepted so great an honour. When they passed through 
into the court — which was arranged, not according to 
the Pelasgian, but the Asian manner,, and had a fountain 
playing in the centre — Theseus was delighted with the 
beauty of the building, the elegance of the furniture, 
and the abundance of the graven pictures with which 
the walls were adorned. 

After Theseus had washed himself, he sat down with 
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his host to supper, and talked of the houses he had 
seen, and how they all came far short of the beauty of 
that whose roof now covered them. 

" My dear young Argive, for such I judge you from 
your speech to be," said his host, affectionately, " what 
you have seen is a very small part of the wonders of 
my house, for I have many treasures presented to me 
by the friends who have sojourned with me for a time." 

Theseus, when he heard this speech, begaa to be 
uneasy, because he had nothing worthy to offer to this 
benevolent Thessalian (for such he said he was). He 
remembered with regret the treasures of Periphetas 
and Sciron, which he had left behind him. As he 
involuntarily uncovered the jewelled sandals and the 
golden-hilted sword of iEgeus, the eyes of the Thessalian 
sparkled greedily; but Theseus covered them again 
with his robe, for these tokens could not be parted 
with till he met his father iEgeus face to face. He 
took a deep draught of wine, and continued to sip 
while the Thessalian talked pleasantly of the wonders 
he had seen in the lands towards the rising sun. 
Theseus, at length, to his own astonishment, began to 
nod in his chair ; (i^ there seemed to be some sleep- 
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compelling power in the wine, which bound his senses 
whether he would or not. As he peered through his 
closed lids at the Thessalian, ht perceived to his aston- 
ishment that the eyes of his benevolent host were fixed 
upon him with a keen cruel look of devilish delight. 

Theseus, in his almost helpless state, felt his blood 
freezing under the gloating gaze of his host, but he kept 
his eyes closed and nodded his head as if quite asleep, 
though at the same time, he tried with all his might to 
resist the deadly languor that was creeping over him. 
After some time, Damastes (for it was he) came up to 
him and said, — 

*' What, ho ! young Argive, asleep ? Why then you 
must to bed ; you shall fare well to-night, for you shall 
have a couch to fit you to a hair. Slaves ! bring lights ! 
and Argian, lean on me." He led the confused and 
half-dreaming Theseus to a chamber, wherein was a 
bedstead enriched with graven work and adorned with 
an embroidered cover. Then the slaves, setting down a 
lamp, withdrew with theit* master. 

" Oh, God of Argolis ! " groaned Theseus, when he 
was alone, "is this to be my end — caught in a trap and 
drugged by traitorous Procrustes } Oh, Delphian, who 
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received my cherished first-fruits, hear! Let me but 
shake off my brain this creeping horror, — ^which makes 
my prayers but mutterings — and treachery shall receive 
its due reward." 

As he was thus whispering, his eye fell on a great 
pitcher and basin full of water which a care- 
less slave had left in a comer. Staggering to 
these, he plunged his head into the basin, and 
laved the water round his brows ; then dipping 
in his garments he drenched his body with the water, 
and chafed and rubbed himself till he became in brain 
and limbs almost as at other times. 

" Now," said he, " we'll learn the secret of this won- 
drous bed." He glanced out of the doorway to make 
sure that there was none to interfere. No one was 
visible, and no sound could be heard except the trick- 
ling of the water in the court, and the snores of the 
slaves who slept around it. 

Theseus moved to the bed, and tremblingly tore 
off the embroidered coverlet, but nothing different 
from another bed appeared ; then he wrapped some 
clothes round the pitcher and laid the bundle in the 
centre of the bed, pressing it down with his club, that 
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it might image in weight, as well as size, the body of a 
man. As soon as he pressed with a due weight there 
was a sharp " whirr," and the pitcher was immediately 
so firmly caught by gripping brazen claws and sharp 
metal spikes, that trying with all his strength he 
could not move it. Horrorstruck, but rejoicing at his 
escape, Theseus arranged the coverlet over the pitcher 
and the clothes, and lay down beside the doorway to 
await the coming of Damastes. Nor had hef long to 
wait, for shortly after midnight, Procrustes, as pleased 
as an old spider when he catches a fresh plump fly, 
came to gloat over his victim ; he walked confidently, 
for never yet had the bed failed to grasp and hold the 
drugged and sleepy guests he had introduced HUSSj 
to its embrace. mm^ 

. He entered, clad no longer in embroidered robes, 
but wearing a bearskin to guard himself from the chill 
night air. ..When he caught sight of the bundle in the 
bed, he chuckled and said, — 

" I give thee thanks, oh wondrous bed, and thank the 
son of Vulcan too, who made thy wondrous frame, for now 
another Ionian,* one of that accursed race who battened 
* The primitive Athenians were also called lones, and lonians. 
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on my ancestor Deucalion's wealth, {16) is caught by thy 
Daedalian cunning. Ho ! ho ! my young Ionian — or 
Argive, if you better like the name — does not my bed 
fit closely, though 'tis too short by a head for such as 
you ? Awake, Ionian ! and say your prayers before you 
lose your head." 

Here Theseus rose noiselessly from his place beside 
the door, and tapped Damastes lightly with the handle 
of his club, saying at the same time, — 

" What would you with me ? I am here." 

The eyes of Procrustes seemed to start from his 
head. He looked from Theseus' face to the bed and 
back again in dazed consternation ; his flesh turned 
grey with terror, as it dawned on him that he had 
been foiled, and there was a gurgling in his throat as if 
he was trying to speak. At last, with a miserable 
attempt at a smile, he brought out the words, — 

"Ah, — a — lit — tie je — est of mine." 

"Yes, verily," said Theseus, gaily, "a most delight- 
ful jest." For half a minute Procrustes thought he had 
again imposed on Theseus, but one look in his face 
was enough to undeceive him. Theseus continued: 
" But 'tis my turn now, so do you say your prayers (if 
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the bloody, treacherous gods you serve can hear), for I 
have set a tryst betwixt this brazen cudgel and your 
skull." And he lifted his club. 

" Pause ! " shrieked Procrustes, " for I have strong 
Thessalian slaves who'll tear the eye-balls from your 
frowning brows if you but touch their master. Help ! 
Nyssus ! Axus ! Peridamas, help ! " 

Theseus sprang at his throat, brought him to the 
ground, then he gave him a tap with his club that laid 
him senseless, just 
as a group of 
strong but star- 
tled-eyed slaves, 
armed with clubs, 
c«ime rushing in, 
Jn answer to the 
summons of their 
master. 

" Ha," said Theseus, turning to them, " I will not shed 
his blood myself. Which of you knows the working of 
this bed > " 

" That do I, well," said a strong Thessalian lout, with 
a stupidly cruel face, " and so does Nyssus." 
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" Then clear the bed and put your master in." 

" How ? Why?" menacingly said the slaves, grasping 
their weapons. 

" Fools, can you not see the man is stunned, and must 
be put to bed ? " 

Here the slaves roared with laughter, at what they 
supposed was Theseus' ignorance of the quality of the 
bed ; but Theseus, though he gave vent to the grim jest, 
was in no humour for parley, so he said with clear, cutting 
voice and knitted brows, — 

" Slaves, obey, nor question if you would escape the 
^^^t imprecations of the fateful powers whose 
servants are the Furies — scorpion-arniied, 
who whip the disobedient ones to mad- 
ness, terror, and pale haggard death.'* 

Although this short harangue was far above the com- 
prehension of the slaves, it produced such .an immediate 
effect, that Theseus could not quite keep from his own 
face a slight twinkle of. satisfaction ; for overpowered by 
his oracular manner and the unknown horrors of his 
words, the slaves tried who should be first to release the 
springs and clear the bed. Then taking the insensible Pro- 
crustes by the feet and shoulders, they dropped him on , 




Digitized by 



Google 



PROCRUSTES. 97 

the centre of the bed, where he was immediately seized 
by the brazen claws, and punctured by the spikes. He 
opened his eyes and glanced round in a bewildered way 
at the dusky figures moving around him in the lamp- 
light. 

"Now make an end, — ^as tisual," said Theseus. The 
loutish Thessalian produced an axe from beneath the 
bed, and with the spontaneity of one who truly loves 
his work, smote off his master's head. 

Leaving word with the slaves that he would soon re- 
turn, and that the rites of hospitality to strangers were 
no longer to be transgressed, he departed, and soon 
reached Mount Pentelicus, where he was hospitably re- 
ceived by the Phytalidae. 

After passing some days in preparation, he was duly 
purified by water, sacrifice, and altar fire, {17) and felt 
lighter of heart than he had done for many a day. 

Whiie he remained here, a messenger arrived one 
morning from Athens, to invite him to a feast which 
was to be prepared for him next evening in the palace 
of King iEgeus; for the fame of Theseus' deeds was 
noised abroad throughout the country. Theseus gladly 
accepted the invitation. Next day he dressed himself 

7 
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in the richest apparel he could procure, for he thought 
if the gods granted him success these ornaments would 



become a conqueror, and, if he were to die, they would 
decorate his fall. 

When the Phytalidae heard that he purposed to go 
to the palace of ^geus, they implored him to remain 
where he was. They saw the messenger was one of 
Medea's people, and, as they called to mind her cruelties 
to others, they felt assured this invitation was not given 
out of kindness for Theseus, but rather to give herself 
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an opportunity of destroying him. But Theseus was 
resolved to go to Athens, as that place had indeed all 
along been his aim ; and as to the danger, he said, — 

" I have heard, and believe, that those men who in 
war or danger seek only to preserve their lives, com- 
monly die with ignominy; while those who, looking 
on death as common to all, and unavoidable, are only 
solicitous to die with honour, oftener arrive at old age, 
and while they live, live happier." 

So he hopefully bad€ the Phytalidae farewell. 
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MEDEA. 

HE day before 
Theseus thus 
bade the Phyta- 
lidae farewell, the 
city of Athens 
was in a com- 
motion with the 
news of the 
deaths of Peri- 
phetes,of Sciron, 
and Sinnis, and closely following the report of the de- 
struction of the athlete-king of Eleusis. This stranger, 
Theseus, was, it seemed, no respecter of persons, and 
iEgeus, as he sat in his ivory chair, was far from being 
easy in his mind : his turn might be next, and his 
conscience brought up his misdeeds before him. Among 
other things it said, — "Why! oh man, did you desert 
fair iEthra, whom you wooed and won full twenty years 
ago, in Argolis ? " 
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*• Desert her did I never," said -^geus, "but circum- 
stances separated us. I always intended to claim and 
acknowledge her as my wife, but my nephews, these 
inf '' 

" Curse not," said conscience, " nor lay the blame of 
your own cowardice on others. But see, what have you 
gained by trying to conciliate the Pallantidae ? Nothing 
but tumult and unrest, faction, and a living slavery to 
whims. And now your latest bondage is to Medea, 
Jason's divorcee; she has brought the joy and peace 
she promised I " grinned conscience, ironically. " A sweet 
dark woman she seemed, did she, with soft and win- 
ning ways ? You thought all would be well ? Do not, 
grey-beard, palter with the truth ! You knew full well 
how this sleek Colchian dame, with traffic in unholy 
arts, doomed to a fearful death the aged Peleas, the 
sprightly Glauce, and e*en how in her cruel rage she 
sacrificed her own fair children. Now she's woven her 
net around you, and the Athenians rage, and call you 
dotard, woman's-slave, and fool." 

" I am very weak, I know, but I meant well," said ^geus» 

"Weak you are," said conscience, "because you never 
truly asked the gods for strength ; nor chose a straight 
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path, whilst a crooked might be found. How will it 
end, think you ? — Meant well ! '* 

Here, however, Medea entered, and conscience, who 
spoke so loudly in her absence, took at once to flight. 

" So ! " said she, *' this upstart Argive, Theseus, who 
goes overturning men of power — kings too, the meddler ! 
— has for the present missed fair Athens in his destruc- 
tive scour; for he, who like the baleful hairy star 
leaves pestilential death to mark his course, has been 
to the palace of Damastes, wiliest of men." 

" And Damastes } " gasped iEgeus. 

" Is dead ! of course : what man has yet withstood 
this upstart ? By my spies I hear he stays at Cephisia 
to be purified ; and next, no doubt, this king-queller will 
be here. Are you prepared to meet him ? *' 

*^Why should I meet him, or why should I fear to 
meet him ? I have wronged him not, nor do I know him." 

" Periphetes, Sinnis, Sciron, Cercyon, Damastes, 
ne'er saw him either, till he came to slay. But know 
you, (though the herd of useless loons, you keep about 
your court against my wish, may sneer at. women when 
they think I do not hear,) this upstart in a woman now 
shall find his match. In my veins I feel the tingling 
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blood of my ^Egyptian sires, who in dread magic and 
the arts profound contended with the olden Hebrew 
God ; (18) and he, this Argian scum, shall feel the deadly 
power of viewless ones — blood-garmented, and serpent- 
haired, whose sole delight is cruel sudden death." 

'•Why, what evil has this youth unknown done to 
you or yours, that you should send him to the shades 
of night ? " said ^Egeus. 

" Done ? He has stolen my power ! Till he came 
the people only spoke of me and of my deeds; and 
though I know they cursed me in their hearts, they 
feared my very shadow. Besides, you promised that 
my son Medus should be your heir; but should this 
stranger, whose aim hath still been Athens, come and 
overturn your throne, the chance of Medus were but 
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small. Your kinsman Sciron's blood, too, craves re- 
venge. So I have sent the crier round the town to say 
that to-morrow night you give a feast to this great 
stranger. Oh, he will be here, trust Medea's spells for 
that ; better to let him come in peace, then I can deal." 

" But '' said ^Egeus. 

"Now say no word, for by the Stygian gods who 
dwell fast by the Orcuan lake, this very night I will 
prepare a draught which shall appease the unavenged 
ghosts of Sciron and the rest by Theseus slain ! " She 
stamped thrice on the earth and poured forth a 
libation of the barley wine of Egypt. And then she 
passed behind the pillars out of the presence of King 
iEgeus, who was not rendered one whit more comfortable 
by the intelligence which Medea had conveyed to him. 
Desirous of escaping from his thoughts, he went into 
the open court where his chief men were assembled, 
and tried to lose himself in the talk of Hemocrates, 
Mystes, and those others of his old friends who still 
lived, and whom, much against the will of Medea, he 
retained about his court. 
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THE INCANTATION. 

At midnight, Medea and her three 

witch-women stole from the palace, and 

^ took their way to a gloomy, dark, and 

fearsome grove, whose thick tangled 

wood ne'er was brightened by the 

mid-day sun. Here amongst hemlock, 

deadly nightshade, monkshood, and scarlet toadstool, 

snake, asp, and viper moved with heads erect ; and foul 

and noisome birds and beasts croaked and growled 

within their nests and lairs. 

In this unhallowed place a space was cleared, and in 
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its centre a rude altar stood. On this altar Medea's 
women lighted a fire, pouring on bituminous fuel till the 
flames rose high enough to scorch the intertwining trees 
overhead. 

Taking a dog from her wallet, one of the hags seized 
the beast by the back of the neck, whilst another grasped 
it by the hind legs. Standing on different sides of the 
altar, they passed the struggling, howling animal three 
times through the fire. As the third pass was being 
completed Medea gave the dog a terrible gash across 
the body with a knife she wore at her girdle ; then 
the two hags tugged till they tore the shrieking 
^ beast in twain, and running to the extremity of 
the cleared space, each dragged her half of the 
quivering body along the ground; thus enclosing the 
place with a double circle of blood. The witch-wives 
then returned and buried the dog, half on the one side 
of the altar and half on the other. A black lamb and a 
white bird were in the same manner scorched, torn, and 
dragged along the ground. The altar was thus enclosed 
by three double circles of blood. (19) 

The third hag had all the while been waving her 
hands and chanting to the ghosts of the nether world 
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an invitation to come and drink of the blood of the 
slaughtered victims. She now took a light from the 
altar and kindled a fire on the ground before it ; then 
she dug from the earth a brazen cauldron, which she set 
over the newly kindled fire. 

The flames rose and licked the sides of the cauldron 
as the witch-wives poured in a thick unctuous ^ 
fluid, and threw into it parts of dead criminals' [00^ 
bodies — thievish fingers, murderous hands, covet- o-^u^ 
ous eyes, and lying tongues ; to these they added vipers' 
fangs, crocodiles' teeth, mad dogs' foam, basilisks' blood, 
and other things which it is not lawful to name. 

Last of all Medea produced from her wallet something 
so horrible that the very earth seemed to shrink with 
loathing ; though the witehes uttered a screech of joy 
as the Colchian enchantress threw this crowning horror 
into the mass, which, as it seethed and smoked and 
bubbled, gave forth a deadly stench. 

Then throwing off their outer garments, the women 
leaped and danced and whirled and yelled. 

Ghostly forms appeared in smoke of the altar and 
steam of the cauldron.; writhing, bending, and swaying 
till they touched the ground, and seemed to lick up the 



Digitized by 



Google 



I08 THE PRINCE OF ARGOLIS. 

blood SO freely sprinkled around. The faces of Periphetes, 
Sciron, Sinnis, Cercyon, Damastes, and a hundred more, 
glared at first dimly, then more and more vividly, through 
the smoke. 

The cauldron boiled over, and instantly inside and out 
was one mass of tearing, roaring flame. The witches, 
frantic with delight at seeing the charm work so well, 
thrust their staves into the burning mass and licked with 
their tongues the flaming hell-broth that clung to them ; 
then whirling them round their heads, with distorted 
faces and hideous gestures they began the supreme part 
of the incantation. 

As they proceeded their voices became louder and 
their gestures more horribly earnest. Words were 
uttered of such fearful import that the pale moon 
shuddered at the sound, and of the lesser stars some 
hurtled hissing through the nether air. 

But now, another Form has joined these shrieking 
furies; whether from earth or the bottomless abyss of 
damned sprites, none may say. Not an impalpable and 
wraith-like shape, like those which floated in the steam 
and smoke ; but solid, dark, and real ; crowned by a face 
of such unutterable demoniac horror, that its faintest 
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image would freeze to stone, or drive to howling 
madness, all not rendered proof by moon-commanding 
spells. {20) 

If the rites were horrible before the arrival of this 
fearful visitant they now became fiendish beyond belief. 
Medea 

The fire burned low on the altar, and the cauldron no 
longer bubbled, when the unhallowed mysteries were 
ended. What remained unconsumed in the brazen pot 
they poured into an earthen vessel. Then burying the 
cauldron in the earth, they took their way back to the 
city as day was breaking in the north-eastern sky. 
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XIII. 

THE FEAST. 

NEXT evening, the Pallantidae, as was their wont, 
came crowding in, in time for supper; for they 
daily feasted on the goods of iEgeus, nor gave him thanks, 
but rather curses, because his living kept them from the 
throne. After the company had well eaten, and the 
libations were over, and they had sung the paean, the 
revels began. 

Two Thracians first rose and danced in their armour : 
they capered very high and with great agility ; fencing 
all the time with their swords, and keeping time to the 
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sound of a flute. At last one of them struck the other 
in such a manner that everyone thought he was killed ; 
upon which the company cried out ; (but the stroke was 
given with art). The victor, having despoiled ^^^^ 
the stricken man of his arms, went out sing- ^"^ 
ing a song of triumph; certain other Thraciani^ 
who were sojourning with iEgeus, then carried off the 
fallen man as if he were dead, though indeed he was 
not hurt. 

After this some of the Pallantidae arose and acted 
what is called the Carpaean show ; that is to say, one of 
them, having laid 
•down his arms, 
pretended to sow 
and drive a yoke 
of oxen, looking 
often behind him as if he were afraid. Seeing a robber 
approaching, the other caught up his fighting gear, and 
advancing, fought with him in defence of his oxen (all 
this these men performed in time to the flute). At last, 
the robber bound the ploughman and carried him off 
•with the oxen. 

After this, Zeno the Cretan, no longer a boy, but a 
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very handsome man, entered with a buckler in each 
hand, and danced, sometimes as if he had been engaged 
with two adversaries, then as if fighting with only one ; 
sometimes he whirled round, then threw himself head- 
foremost through the air and fell upon 
his feet without parting with the bucklers. 
This made a fine sight, and the com- 
pany loudly applauded. Last of all he 
^ danced an Asian dance, striking his 
bucklers against each other, and falling upon his knees, 
then springing up again, all the while keeping time to 
the music. 

When these dances were over iEgeus rallied Mystes, 
and said, " Why is it, fny Mystes, that you who sing so 
many songs about women have never yet been wed ? " 

Said Mystes, pretending to weep, — "I have been 
disappointed in love; that is to say, I was disappointed 
to find the lady whom I honoured by my choice was sa 
much a fool as to prefer a tall and handsome noodle, ta 
myself.'* 

" Our friend Halycus, the painter, seems not unhappily 
wed," said Artaxes, the diviner ; ** Cyme is a sweet and 
tender wife." 
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" Yes, seems so to other men," said Mystes ; " but he 
who wears the handsome shoe knows where it pinches, 
and it is certain that since his marriage Halycus' aim in 
art has been less high and more time-serving. Slavery 
of matrimony ! to doom a man to paint the workmanship 
of tailors — fashion's slaves ! — instead of the fair work of 
Zeus ! " 

" It is certain that women in some things are beyond 
the reach of reason," said Hemocrates, who in spite of 
his pompous airs could not get his wife to believe him 
superlatively wise. " And as to tall men, why a woman's 
eye's insatiable ; 'twould take the whole world to content 
it, so usually she takes a big man when she has the 
power ; yet many a little man may himself truly call 
Epaphroditus." * Here Hemocrates thought was a fair' 
chance of proposing to Mystes a thing that had long 
been in his mind ; so taking him aside, he said, — 

" I have a sister come to nubile years." 

" Yes, twenty years ago," muttered Mystes. 

"You shall have her to wife, and so no longer will the 
people scoff* at you for a childless bachelor. You said 

* The favourite of Venus. 
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you liked her well, and you are not at all unpleasant in 
her eyes." 

^'.Her dowry/' said Mystes, ** will be '* 

" Her. gentle blood/' said Hemocrates. " You know 
we're of the Lydian Royal Stock." 

" Blood is good, my lord, yet in a pudding 'tis of 
little use without its meed of suet ; so let 
us say no more." Mystes turned and left 
Hemocrates standing dazed at his thus 
coarsely and abruptly refusing so brilliant 
an alliance. At this very moment Theseus entered the 
haU. 

" By the shrub that bears capers/' said Mystes, who 
in leaving Hemocrates almost ran against Theseus, 
*' there is a goodly youth for any lady's taste ! or is't 
the god himself that's come to earth ? " 

The other guests, too, gazed with admiration as the 
hawk-eyed and golden-haired Theseus, in his splendid 
robe, swept up the hall and seated himself on the 
hearth. 

iEgeus gazed uneasily on the stranger's face; it 
seemed to be familiar in some mysterious way, as if 
he had seen him in a vision of the night. 
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But soon recollecting hiniself, he arose and said, — 

" If you are Theseus, whose name is on the tip of 
each Athenian's tongue, come hither, you are welcome." 

When Theseus heard iEgeus say "Come hither,'* 
he accepted the good omen, for the voice seemed to be * 
the same as that which he heard in his dream, while he 
lay before the altar of Ardalus in Trcezen. He rose 
from the hearth and took his place at the table, near to 
the chair of iEgeus. Medea, who stood by, welcomed 
him with kind words, in »which there was no heartiness," 
and with a sweet but fixed smile, while the light glis- 
tened brightly on her dark cunning eyes and white teeth. 

As soon as Theseus was seated, iEgeus sent the 
double portion of meat, which was reserved for the 
valiant stranger as the honoured guest, and with a full 
cup of wine in his hand he drank to him. 

Theseus drew the sword of iEgeus from its sheath 
and began to carve and eat the meat 
that was set before him. While he sat 
at meat the sons and daughters of the 
chief Athenians gave a play or dance to 
represent the marriage of Erechtheus, 
in which maidens and youths blooming in beauty sang 
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the marriage-song and whirled around with their blazing 
torches to the sound of the shrill pipes, sportive bands 
of dancers following the pair that represented Erech- 
tlieus and his bride, and treading a delightsome dance 
to the sound of the cithara. 

When this play was over and Theseus had had 
-enough of meat, Medea arose and caused a cup that 
stood by her to be filled with wine, and garlanded with 
blowers. She pretended to drink a portion of the wine, 
and giving the cup into the hands of a slave to carry 
to Theseus, said, — 

" Oh, mighty Argive, young in years but great in 
fame, I send thee this cup of wine mingled with won- 
drous Eastern spices, in which I have drunk health to 
thee beforehand." 

As she said this and as the slave knelt with the cup 
before him, Theseus arose and put the sword of iEgeus 
into its sheath. As he did so, he held it so that the 
king could not fail to see it 

When iEgeus saw it he started and trembled, and 
stared, for his mind was confused with the sudden sight 
sof the token he had so often thought upon. 

After sheathing the sword Theseus took the cup from 
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the hands of the slave, and, turning to Medea, said, as 
the custom was, — 

"I receive the cup of thee joyfully." He lifted the 
wine to his head, while Medea fixed her eyes greedily 
upon him as he bowed his head to drink. 

But before a drop had touched his lips -^geus, with 
a yell, bounded from his seat and dashed the cup out 
of Theseus* hand, and then fell back breathless and 
panting in his chair. 

The poisoned wine hissed and sputtered on the marble 
floor, and the flesh of the slave, on whom some drops 
had fallen, was burnt as by fire. 

Medea's dark skin became darker as she looked, and 
her eyes almost disappeared beneath her frowning brows. 
Hissing out to iEgeus, " Thou dotard ! fool ! " she sped 
swiftly from the hall, and getting on board a ship sailed 
with all speed to her native Colchis, never to plague 
Athens more. 

The startled guests came crowding round the spot 
where the wine was spilt, but iEgeus, recovering him- 
self, asked them to return to their seats, and addressing 
Theseus, said, — 

" You are the son of iEthra of Tuoezen ? " 
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" Yes/' said Theseus, in a whisper, *' and of the man 
who owns this golden-hilted sword,, and these brave 
jewelled sandals." 

After one or two other questions JEgcus rose, and 
said with gladness in his face, — 

"Athenians, each man of you has heard before of 
-this brave youth who stands beside me, how he has 
purged the land of murderous villains and god-abhorred 
cheats ; but you have more to hear. The god whose 
clear eyes ne*er are dimmed, he who alone knows what is 
best for man, has in his own good time fulfilled my 
dearest wish, and in a manner far beyond my utmost 
dream, has blessed your old unworthy king with rarest 
gift, for this brave Prince of ArgoHs is my son." 

Then all the guests except the Pallantidae gave a 
shout of joy, and knelt around Theseus. Those near the 
door told the news to those outside, and all the people 
of the city crowned themselves with flowers, and shouted 
Theseus' name and " Elelu ! "for they were glad to hear 
that this valiant stranger was their own. 

The Pallantidae slunk off in the best way they could 
to avoid notice, nursing bitterness in their hearts, and 
reproaching each other that they had not given iEgeus 
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his death-blow long ago. Next day, preparing for war 
and gathering their friends, they divided their forces- 
one party marched openly with 
their father Pallas from Sphet- 
tus to the city; the other, con- 
cealing themselves inGargettus, 
lay in ambush, intending to 
attack the party of Theseus from two several quarters. 
But one of their heralds named Laos, of the tribe of 
Agnus, carried to Theseus an account of all their 
schemes ; and he immediately fell upon those that lay 
in ambush and destroyed them. 

When word of tliis was brought to Pallas, he was ad- 
vised to flee, but striking a very heroic attitude, he said, — 

" Athens will not be worse inhabited 
when I am dead, but 'twould be in- 
famous in me to flee. Nevertheless, as || 
discretion is of valour the best part, I - 
do consent to walk. Our turn will come" ^ 
— it never did — "and then iEgeus ■ i 

and his upstart son shall tr-r-rem-ble." 

After thus relieving his mind he quietly dispersed his 
men, and never troubled iEgeus more. 
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The Prince of Argolis, thus, by his toils, and the dear 
favour of the kindly gods, did win his birthright, and 
in due time sat, as king, upon the fair Athenian throne. 

The other acts of Theseus, — how he fought and slew 
tjie savage Minotaur of Crete; how he reigned, and 
warred ; and how by pride he fell ; — shall all be told you 
if the Heavens see fit, on some fair morrow when the 
woods are green. 
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Note i, page 13. A Cretan ship. 

JEgevis hired a Cretan ship because the Athenians had nothing of any 
account in the way of ships at this time. Homer says they sent fifty ships 
to Troy; these were only transports ; but even this was some years later than 
the period of which we now write, which is about B.c. 1260, and Troy was 
taken B.C. 1184. The Athenians, according to Thucydides, did not make 
any figure at sea till ten or twelve years after the battle of Marathon, fought 
B.C. 490, more than 700 years after the ^^gean period. 

Note 2, page 15. Canopus and Taphosiris. 

Romantic places near the sea, full of rocks, where the young people 
went to amuse themselves. — S/rado, Lib. xvii. 

Note 3, page 16. The Lydian. 

The registered kingdom of Lydia was begun by the Heradidae about 
the time of the Trojan war ; the unregistered existed many years before 
that date, Omphale, one of its queens, being contemporary with iEgeus 
and Heracles. More anciently Lydia was called Mseonia. 

Note 4, page 25. Chaldaic. 

Chaldean diviners were famous for their skill, and were employed by 
both Greeks and Romans, down even to the Christian era. See Plutarch. 

Note 5, page 28. Celestial Aphrodite. 

" Celestial Venus was first worshipped by the Assyrians, and after these 
by the Paphians at C)rprus, and the Phoenicians wj^o inhabited the city 
o! Ascalon (Askelon), in Palestine. The Cytherians venerated this god- 
dess in consequence of learning her sacred rites from the Phoenicians. 
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^geus introduced the worship of this goddess to the Athenians, from be- 
lieving that his want of children, and the misfortunes of his sisters, were 
occasioned through the anger of celestial Venus." — Pausanias vi. 14. 

The religion of the Greeks seems to have been at this time in a transi- 
tion state. ** Formerly the Pelasgians (the earliest inhabitants) sacrificed all 
sorts of victims to the gods with prayer, but they gave no name or surname 
to any of them, for they had not yet heard of them ; but they called them 
gods because they had set in order and ruled over all things. Then in 
course of time they learnt the names of the other gods that were brought 
from Egypt, and after some time that of Bacchus. Concerning the names 
they consulted the oracle of Dodona, for this oracle is accounted the most 
ancient of those that are in Greece, and was then the only one. When 
therefore the Pelasgians inquired at Dodona ** whether they should receive 
the names that came from the barbarians," the oracle answered "that they 
should." From that fime, therefore, they adopted the names of the gods in 
their sacrifices, and the Grecians afterwards received them from the Pelas- 
gians. Whence each of the gods sprung, whether they existed always, and 
of what form they were, was, so to speak, unknown till yesterday. For I 
am of opinion that Homer and Hesiod lived four hundred years before my 
time and not more, and these were they who framed a theogony for the 
Greeks, and gave names to the gods, and assigned to them honours and 
arts, and declared their several forms." — Herodotus ii. 52, 53. Numa, 
King of Rome, who lived B.C. loo, "forbade the Romans to represent the 
Deity in the form either of man or beast — persuaded that it is impious to 
represent things divine by what is perishable, and that we can have no con- 
ception of God but by the understanding." See Plutarch's ZiV^j." The 
Greeks from time of the Pelasgians, or earliest inhabitants, seem, however, 
to have had statues, and the worship of the nameless gods existed in 
Samothrace to at least the time of the Caesars. 

Note 6, page 31. Mystes' sneeze. 

Even in the more enlightened time of Xenophon a sneeze . was 
accounted so dangerous an omen, that public prayers were appointed to 
expiate it. Under certain circumstances, however, a sneeze was r^;ard[ed 
as a favourable omen. — See XenophorCs Expedition^ Lib. iii. 
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Note 7, page 35. "His brazen-roofed " Palace. 

Metal was greatly used in buildings in the heroic and later ages of 
Greece. The treasury of Athens at Mycenae was lined inside with brazen 
plates, some of the nails of which still remain ; Danae was confined in a 
brazen tower. Plutarch relates that the Spartans had a temple built entirely 
of brass ; (as the Spartans were warriors by profession, smiths or brass workers 
were their chief artificers ;) Phocion's house was adorned with copper plates ; 
and according to Homer, in the palace of Alcinoiis, the walls were massy 
brass, the pillars silver on a brazen base, and other metals were extensively 
used. In Athens the art of making roof tiles was practised early, but in less 
advanced places the roof was of straw, as may be gathered from the chorus 
in the Electra of Euripides, which begins, — 

" Unhappy daughter of the great Atrides, 
Thy st^aw-cro^vned palace I approach." 



Plan of dwelling of Pelasgian nol^e. 
Reference — ^A. Circular Hall. B. Mas- Jti 
ter's Apartment, c. Strangers* Apart- 
ment D. Porch. E. Tower and Strong 
Room. F. Private Room with Water 
Cistern over. G. Ditto. H. 
1. Lobby or Corridor, jj. Huts for 
Servants. K. Gate. L. Stairs. M. 
WalL 
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Note 8, p. 46. Nigh to Athens. 

As the crow tlies Delphi was only a little more than seventy miles 
distant from Athens, whereas by water it was not less than 380 miles, as 
it was necessary, in order to reach it by sea, to sail all round the Pelopon- 
nesus, which contained six different provinces. The distance of Troezen from 
Athens was about forty miles by sea, and double that distance by land. 




Note 9, page 50. The letters Cadmus brought into the Argive land. 

Argivi was properly the name of the inhabitants of the city of 
Argos and the neighbouring country of Argolis, but the poets applied it 
indiscriminately to all the dwellers in Hellas or Greece. Cadmus only- 
brought sixteen letters of the alphabet ; four were addecL by Palamedes, a 
contemporary of Ulysses, the other four by Simonides, who flourished 
B.C. 538. Some say, however, that and X were added by Epicharmus. 
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^ote 10, p. 54. Cruel robbers. 

" Those times, indeed, produced men ot strong and indefatigable powers 
-of body, of extraordinary swiftness and agility; but they applied their 
powers to nothing just or useful. On the contrary, their genius, their dis- 
position, and their pleasures, tended only to insolence, to violence, and 
rapine. As for modesty, justice, equity, and humanity, they looked upon 
them as qualities in which those who had it in their power to add to their 
possessions, had no manner of concern — virtues praised only by such as 
were afraid of being injured, and who abstained from injuring others out ot 
the same principle of fear. " — Plutarch, 

Note II, page 61. Samothracian gods. 

" The gods of Samothrace were dreaded by all nations : of all the oaths 
that were in use among the ancients, that by these gods was deemed the 
most sacred and inviolable. Diodorus says that these gods were always 
present, and never failed to assist those that were initiated and called upon 
them in any sudden and imexpected danger." — Langhornis notes to ^*' Plu- 
iarch." From what follows it would appear that Periphetes had either 
neglected their ceremonies or had not been properly initiated, or that they 
highly honoured him by giving him his death from the hand of Theseus. 

Note 12, page 71. Iron hatchet. 

The weapons in use among the early Greeks were chiefly of brass or 
bronze, but in the year B.C. 1406, when the first Minos was king of Crete, 
iron was discovered in that island by the accidental burning of the woods of 
Ida. It is supposed that Phsea obtained the iron hatchet from one of her 
victims among the Cretans who traded to Athens. 

Note 13, p. 74. The hearth. 

It was the custom to claim hospitality and kind treatment by sitting on 
the hearth, as a place sacred to Vesta. See Odyssey^ vii. 206 ; — 

'* Then to the genial hearth he bowed his faca, 
And humbled in the ashes took his place." 

Plutarch says, " When Coriolanus went to the house of his enemy, TuUus 
Aufidius, he got in undiscovered, and having directly made up to the fire- 
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place, lie seated himself without saying a word, covering his face and remain* 
ing in a composed posture. " 

Note 14, page 77. Busiris, etc 

When Heracles visited Egypt, Busiris carried him to the altar bound 
hand and foot. The hero disentangled himself and offered the tyrant, his 
son Amphidamus, and the ministers of his cruelty, on the altar. Herodotus, 
in Book ii. 45, ridicules this story as showing an utter ignorance of the 
character and customs of the Egyptians. 

Antaeus, son of Terra and Neptune, was a giant of Libya. He was so 
strong in wrestling, that he boasted he would erect a temple to his &ther with 
the skulls of his conquered antagonists. Heracles attacked him, and as he 
received new strength from his mother as often as he touched the ground, 
the hero lifted him up in the air, and squeezed him to death in his arms, 
Termerus, a robber of Peloponnesus, who killed people by crushing their 
heads against his o^ti. His head was crushed by Heracles in the same 
manner. 

Note 15, page 90. Chair. 

*' The early Greeks sat at meat ; it was only when men began to be 
soft and effeminate that they exchanged their chairs for beds, in order to 
drink with more ease." — Potter, 

Note 16, page 94. Deucalion. 

Xuthus, having robbed his own &ther Deucalion, king of Thessaly, of 
his treasure, conveyed it into Attica, which was at the time ruled by Erech - 
theus, who received him courteously, and gave him his daughter in mar* 
riage. 

Note 17, page 97. By altar fire. 

Besides bathing and offering sacrifices, those who sought to be purified , 

were thrice sprinkled from a vessel of holy water, consecrated by putting 1 

into it a burning torch taken from the altar. I 

Note 18, page 103. Hebrew god* | 

Moses, probably, ' is meant, who lived about 300 years before the date | 

of this story. The Colchians were the descendants of an Egyptian colony I 

which settled at the south-east comer of the Black Sea. 
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Note 19, page io6. Manner of Medea's sacrifice. 

"Two men take a white cock which has white feathers over its whole 
body, and tear it to pieces standing in opposite directions. After this 
they run round the vines, each bearing in his hand one half of the cock. 
Meeting at the place whence they started, they bury it in the ground." — - 
Fausanias* Argolics, 

Note 20, page 109. Moon-commanding spells. 

" The ancients really believed that incantation had power to charm the 
moon from heaven, and whenever the moon was eclipsed, they thought 
it was done by the power of magic ; for which reason it was usual to beat 
cymbals, drums, and kettles, and blow trumpets, to drown, if possible, the 
voices of the magicians, that their charms might not reach her. " Something 
like this is still the custom in China and some parts of Africa. 

** With mutter'd words disarmed the viper's jaw. 
Up by the roots vast oaks, and rocks, could draw : 
Make forests dance, and trembling mountains come 
Like malefactors to receive their doom ; 
Earth groans and frighted ghosts forsake their tombs. 
Thee, Luna, my resistless rhymes drew down, 
When cymbals strove in vain my voice to drown." 

Ovid. 
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List of Books. 



New Fine-Art Gift-Book, uniform with the 

"Turner Gallery." 

Handsomely half-bound, India Proofs, royal folio, ;£'io ; Large Paper 

copies, Artists' India Proofs, elephant folio, £20, 

Modern A rt: 

K Series of superb Line Engravings, from the Works of distinguished 
Painters of the English and Foreign Schools, selected from Galleries 
and Private Collections in Great Britain. 

With Descriptive Text by JAMES DAPPORNE. 

Demy 8vo, price On* Shilling. 

Academy Notes for 1876. 

With 107 Illustrations of the Principal Pictures at Burlington 
House : a large number being Facsimiles of Sketches drawn by 
the Artists. Edited by Henry Blackburn. 

** We ai once take an opportunity of offering our thanks^ as well as those of all 
visitors to the Exhibition^ to Mr. Blackburn /or his very carefully exeatted twiew 
of the Academy pictures ^ illustrated by some loo woodcut memoranda of the 
principal pictures, almost half of them from the pencils of the painters themselves. 
A cheaper^ prettier^ or more convenient souvenir of the Exhibition it would be 
di^ctdt to conceive and unreasonable to expect*' — ^Timbs. 

** Academy Notes for 1875 may also be hady price One Shilling. 
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Crown 8vo, with Coloured Frontispiece and Illustrations, cloth 
gilt, ^s. id. 

A History of Advertising. 

From the Earliest Times. Illustrated by Anecdotes, Curious 
Specimens, and Biographical Notes ef Successful Advertisers. 
By Henry Sampson. 

" }Ve have here a book to be thankful/or. Among tlfSe niany interesting illtistra- 
iions is a photographed copy of the ^ Times ' for Jannary ist, 1788, whtch may be 
easily read by means of a magnify ir^ glass. We recommend the present volume ^ ^^ 

which takes us through antiquity, the Middle Aget^ afKd the present time^ iUustrat- ^^ 

ing all in turn by advertisements — serious, comic^ roguish, or downright rascally. ^ 

The chapter on * swindles and hoaxes* is full of entertainment ; but of that the 
volume itself is full from the first page to the last** — ATHBNiBUM. 

Crown 4to, containing 24- Plates beautifully printed in Colours, wi^ ^ 
descriptive Text, cloth extra, gilt,> dr. 

AEsofs Fables 

Translated itoto Human Nature. By C. H. BenNett. 

" For fun and frolic the new version of ASsop*s Fables must bear away the ' 

palm. There are plenty 0/ grown-up children who like to be amused ; and if this U 

new version of old stortes does not amuse them they must be very dull indeed, a 

and their situation one much to be commiserated. " — Morning Post. t 

1 1 

Crown 8vo, with Portrait and Facsimile, cloth exti»a, 7>. 6</. 

Art emus Ward's Works: 

The Works of Charles Farrer Brow^^, better known as 
ArteMus Ward. With Portrait, facsimile of Handwriting, &c. 

" The author combines the powers of Thackeray with thos^ of Albert Smith. 
The salt is rubbed in with a native hami—^ne v^h hof the gift of tickling.** — 
Saturday Rbvie^*. 

Small 4to, green and gold, 6s, 6d, ; gilt edges, yj. 6d. 

As Pretty as Seven, 

and other Popular German Stories. Collected by Ludwig 
Bechstein. With Additional Tales by the Brothers Grimm, 
and 100 Illustrations by Richter. 

" These tales are pure and healthful; they will shed over childhood a rosy 
light ^ and strew the path with stars andflotuers, the remembrance of which will 
last through life.*'— Przfack. 

Blake's Works. 

A Series of Reproductions in Facsimile of the Works of William 
Blake, including the ** Songs of Innocence and Experience," 
«* The Book of Thel," "America," ** The Vision of the Daughters 
of Albion," ''The Marriage of Heaven and Hell," "Europe, a 
Prophecy," "Jerusalem," "Milton," "Urizen," "The Song of 
Los," &c. , is now in preparation. 
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Demy 8vo, cloth extra, with Illustrations, i8x. 

Baker's Clouds in the East : 

Travels and Adventures on the Perso-Turkoman Frontier. By 
Valentine Baker. With Maps and Illustrations, coloured 
and plain, from Original Sketches. Second Edition, revised and 
corrected. 

** Jl THon tuko not only thinks for himself^ but who has risked his life in order to 

g^airt information A most graphic and liriely narrative of travels and 

<ziiTf€ntures which have nothing of the commonplace about them** — Lbbos 

AiBKCURV. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, yj. 6t/. 

^ Handbook of London Bankers ; . 

With some Account of their Predecessors, the Early Goldsmiths ; 
together with Lists of Bank ers, from the Earliest London Direc- 
tory, printed in 1677, to that of the London Post-Office Directory 
of 1876. By F. G. Hilton Price. 

** An interesting and unpretending^ little work^ which may prove a useful con- 
tTibution towards the history of a difficult subject. . . . Mr. Price's anecdotes 
£»re entertaining, .... There is something fascinating^ almost romantic^ 
in' the details given us of ChilcCs Bank. , . . There is a great deal of amusing 
'Trading ana some valuable information in this ^£7^-t."— Saturday Rkyiew. 

** A work of considerable research and labour; an instructive contribution to 
the history of the enormous wealth of the City of London."— Xcaukuy. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, gj*. 

Bardskys Ottr English Snrnames : 

Their Sources and Significations. By Charles Wareing 
Bardsley, M.A. Second Edition, revised throughout, con- 
siderably enlarged, and partially rewritten. 
" Mr. Bardsley has faithfully consulted the original mediaval docinnents and 
works from which the origin and development of surnames can alone be satisfaC' 
torily traced. He has furnisJied a valuable contribution to the literature ofsur- 
names, and we hope to hear more of him in this field.** — Ti mes. 

Small 8vo, cloth extra, *]s. 6d, 

Blewitt 's The Rose and the Lily : 

How they became the Emblems of England and France. A Fairy 
Tale. By Mrs. Oct avian Blewitt. With a Frontispiece by 
George Cruikshank. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra gilt, with Illustrations, 7j. (id, 

Boccaccio 's Decameron ; 

or. Ten Days* Entertainment. Translated into English, with an 
Introduction by Thomas Wright, Esq., M.A., F.S.A. With 
Portrait, and Stothard's beautiful Copperplates. 

B 
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Imperial 4to, cloth extra, gilt and gilt edges, price 2iJ. per volume. 

Beautiful Pictures by British Artists : 

A Gathering of Favourites from our Picture Galleries. In Two 
Series. 

The First Series including Examples by Wilkie, Con- 
stable, Turner, Mulready, Landseer, Maclise, E. M. 
Ward, Frith, Sir John Gilbert, Leslie, Ansdell, Marcus 
Stone, Sir Noel Paton, Faed, Eyre Crowe, Gavin O'Neil, 
and Madox Brown. 

The Second Series containing Pictures by Armytage, Faed, 
Goodall, Hemsley, Horsley, Marks, Nicholls, Sir Noel 
Paton, Pickersgill, G. Smith, Marcus Stone, Solomon, 
Straight, E. M. Ward, and Warren. 

All engraved on Steel in the highest style of Art. Edited, with 
Notices of the Artists, by Sydney Armytage, M.A. 
Each Volume is Complete in itself, 
" This hook is well got «/, and good engravings byyeens, Lunib Stocks, and 
ethers f bring back to us pictures of Royal Academy Exhibitions of past years** 
—Times. 

Price One Shilling Monthly, with Four Illustrations. 

Belgravia. 

contents of the OCTOBER NUMBER. 

Reality. By Charles Reade. Illustrated. 

Beau Feilding at the Old Bailey. By G. A. Sala. 

Juliet. By Mrs. Lovett Cameron. Illustrated. 

Black Rupert's Leap. Illustrated. 

The New Republic. 

From Dreams to Waking. By E. Lynn Linton. 

Cupid's Alley. By Austin Dobson. 

Tasbrook's Testimonial. By James Payn. 

Joshua Haggard's Daughter. By M. E. BrADDON. Illustrated. 
The THIRTIETH Volume of BELGRAVIA {.which includes the 
Holiday Number), elegantly bound in crimson cloth, bevelled boards^ 
full gUt side and back, gUt edges, price *js. 6d,, is now ready. — Cases for 
binding the volume {Resigned by Luke Limner) can also be had, price 
2s, 6d, each. 

On November lo will be published, price One Shilling, with numerous 
Illustrations, 



The Belgravia Annual 



for Christmas, 1876. Containing Stories by George Augustus 
Sala, Button Cook, M. E. Braddon, Mary Cecil Hay, 
Katharine S. Macquoid, James Payn, S. J. MacKenna, 
J. S. Sullivan, and others. 
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Crown Svo, with Photographic Portrait, cloth extra, 9j« 

Blanchard's (Laman) Poems. 

Now first Collected. Edited, with a Life of the Author (includ- 
ing numerous hitherto unpublished Letters from Lord Lytton, 
Lamb, Dickens, Robert Browning, and others), by Blan- 

CHARD JeRROLD. 
** His humorous verse is much of it admirable — sparkling with genuine 
* esprit t' and as polished and pointed as Praed*s.** — Scotsman. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, gilt, 6j. 

Botidoir Ballads : 

Vers de Sod^te. By J. Ashby-Sterry, 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, gilt, ^5. 6d. 

Brand's Observations on Popular A nti- 

quiites, chiefly Illustrating the Origin of our Vulgar Customs, 

Ceremonies, and Superstitions. With the Additions of Sir 

Henry Ellis. An entirely New and Revised Edition, with fine 

full- page Illustrations. 

** Anyone ivlto will read^ on each respective day, the chapter which belongs 

to it, willt when he has got through the volume^ have a better notion of what 

English history is than he will get from almost any other work professedly 

named a * history* "—Quarterly Review. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 7^. dd, 

Bret Harte 's Select Works 

in Prose and Poetry. With Introductory Essay by J. M. Bel- 
lew, Portrait of the Author, and 50 Illustrations. 
" Not many months before my friend 's death, he had sent me two sketches by 
a young American writer (Bret Harte), far awav in California (* The Out' 
casts of Poker Flat* and another), in which he had found such subtle strokes 
of character as he had not anywhere else in late years discovered ; the manner 
resembling himself but the matter fresh to a degree that had surprised him ; 
the painting in all resects masterly, and the wild rude thing painted a quite 
•wonderful reality, I have rarely known him more honestly moved."— Fokstkr*s 
Life of Dickens. 

Small crown Svo, cloth extra, gilt, with full-page Portraits, 4^. 6d, 

Brewster's (Sir ^ David) Martyrs of 

Science, 
Small crown Svo, cloth extra, gilt, with ''Astronomical Plates, 4^. 6^^. 

Brewster's (Sir David) More JVorlds 

than One, the Creed of the Philosopher and the Hope of the 
Christian. 
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Crown 8vo, cloth, full gilt (from a special and novel design), icw. 6d, 

The Brtc-a-Brac Hunter ; 

or. Chapters on Chinamania. By Major H. Byng Hall. With 

Photographic Frontispiece. 
" This is a delightful book. His hints rtspecting marks ^ texture, finish, and 
character of various wares will be useful to amateurs. By all who are in- 
terested in Chinamania it luill be most warmly appreciated^a very amusing- 
and chatty volume** — Standard. 

Small crown 8vo, cloth extra, 6x. 

Brillat'Savarin' s Gastronomy as a Fine 

Art ; or. The Science of Good Living. A Translation of the 
•* Physiologic du Goiit " of Brillat-Savarin, with an Intro- 
duction and Explanatory Notes by R. E. Anderson, M.A- 

'* / could write a better book of cookery than has ever yet been written ; it should 
be a book on philosophical principles.** — Dr. Johnson. 

The Stothard Bunyan.— Crown 8vo, cloth extra, gilt, is, 6d. 

Bunyan's Pilgrims Progress. 

Edited by Rev. T. Scott. With 17 beautiful Steel Plates by 
Stothard, engraved by Goodall ; and numerous Woodcuts. 

Crown Svo, cloth extra, gilt, with Illustrations, 7j. 6(L 

Byron's Letters and yournals. 

With Notices of his Life. By Thomas Moore. A Reprint of 
the Original Edition, newly revised, Complete in one thick Volume, 
with Twelve full-page Plates. 

" We have read this book with the greatest pleasure. Considered merely at a 
composition, it deserves to be classed atncng the best specimens of English prose 
which our a^e has produced. . . . The style is agreeable, clear, and manly, 
and, when it rises into eloquence, it rises without ejffort or ostentation. Nor is the 
matter inferior to the manner. It would be difficult to name a bock which 
exkihits more kindness, fairness^ and modesty."— Mac ami^y. 

Demy 4to, cloth extra, gilt edges, 31J. 6d, 

Canova's Works in Sculpture and Model- 
ling. 150 Plates, exquisitely engraved in Outline by Moses, and 
printed on an India tint. W^ith Descriptions by the Countess 
Albrizzi, a Biographical Memoir by Cicognara, and Por- 
trait by Worthington. 

" The fertility of this master's resources is amaxing, and the manual labour 
expended on his works would have worn out many an ordinary workman. The 
outline engravings are finely executed. The descriptive notes are discriminating^ 
and in the main exact.'* — Spectator. 

*' A very handsome volume. . . . The graceful designs of the original are 
rendered by tJie engraver with exquisite fidelity. As a gift-book, the volume 
deserves to be placed beside the * Outlines * of a very kindred genius— Plaxmom^* 
—Graphic. 
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Two Vols, imperial 8vo, cloth extra, gilt, the Plates beautifully 
printed in Colours, £z V' 

Catlin's Illustrations of the Manners, 

CustomSy and Condition of the North American Indians : the re- 
sult of Eight Years of Travel and Adventure among the Wildest 
and most Remarkable Tribes now existing. Containing 360 
Coloured Engravings from the Author's original Paintings. 

Imperial folio, half-morocco, gilt, £*] los. 

Cat tin's North American Indian Port- 
folio, Containing Hunting Scenes, Amusements, Scenery, and 
Costume of the Indians of the Rocky Mountains and Prairies of 
America, from Drawings and Notes made by the Author during 
Eight Years' Travel. A series of 31 magnificent Plates, beautifully 
coloured in facsimile of the Original Drawings exhibited at the 
Egyptian Hall. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, gilt, 7^. 6^. 

Colman's Hmnorous IVorks: 

"Broad Grins," "My Nightgown and Slippers," and other 
Humorous Works, Prose and Poetical, of George Colman. 
With Life and Anecdotes by G. B. Buckstone, and Frontis- 
piece by Hogarth. 

•* What antic have we here^ in motley livery of red and yellow, with cap ck 
head, and dc^ger 0/ lath in hand ? It is the king's jester, a professed droll, 
strangely gifted in all grimace, who pulls faces, and sells grins hy the yard. 
Far the impudent joke he has scarcely an ^^««/."— Westminster Rev Aw. 

Demy 8vo, cloth extra, with Coloured Illustrations and Maps, 21s. 

Cope's History of the Rifle Brigade 

(The Prince Consort's Own), formerly the 95th. By Sir William 
H. Cope, formerly Lieutenant Rifle Brigade. 

Crown Svo, cloth extra, gilt, with Portraits, ^s. 6d. 

Creasy' s Memoirs of Eminent Etoniaiis; 

with Notices of the Early History of Eton College. By Sir 

Edward Creasy, Author of **The Fifteen Decisive Battles of 

the World." A New Edition, brought down to the Present 

Time, with 13 Illustrations. 

**A new edition of * Creasy' s Etonians* will he welcome. T/ie book wif tz 

favourite a quarter of a century ago, and it has maintained its reputation. The 

value of this new edition is enhanced by the fact that Sir Edward Creasy has 

added to it several memoirs of Etonians who have died since tt^e first edit: n 

appeared. The work is eminently interesting" — Scotsmau. 
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Crown 8vo, cloth gilt, Two very thick Volumes, 7j. (xi. each. 

Cruikshank's Comic Almanack. 

Complete in Two Series : The First from 1835 to 1843 j the 
Second from 1844 to 1853. A Gathering of the Best Humour 
of Thackeray, Hood, Mayhew, Albert Smith, A'Beck- 
ett, Robert Brough, &c. With 2000 Woodcuts and Steel 
Engravings by Cruikshank, Hine, Landells, &c 

To be Completed in Twenty-four Parts, quarto, at Five Shillings each, 
'profusely illustrated by Coloured and Plain Plates and Wood 
Engravings, 



The Cyclopcedia of Costume ; 



or, A Dictionary of Dress — Regal, Ecclesiastical, Civil and Mili- 
tary — from the Earliest Period in England to the reign of George 
the Third. Including Notices of Contemporaneous Fashions on 
the Continent, and preceded by a General History of the Costumes 
of the Principal Countries of Europe. By J. R. Planch^, 
Somerset Herald.. — A Prospectus will be sent upon application. 
Part XV. just ready. 

" There is no subject connected with dress with which * Somerset Herald* is 
not as familiar as ordinary men are with the ordinary themes of everyday life. 
The gathered knowledge of many years is placed before the world in this his 
latest worky and^ when finished ^ there will exist no work on the subject half so 
valuable. The numerous illustratiotis are all effective— for their accuracy the 
author is responsible ; they are well drarvn and well engraved^ and, while in- 
dispensable to a proper comprehension of the text, are satisfactory as works of 
art."— Art Joubnal. 

*' One of the most perfect works ever published upon the subject, . . . Beauti- 
fully printed and superbly illustrated." — Standard. 

*#* Fart XIV. contains the CompleHon of the DICTIONAR F, which, 
as Vol. I. of the Book, forms a Complete Work in itself This volume 
may now be had, handsomely bound in half red morocco, gilt top, price 
£)Z ^S-*"' ^' Cases for binding the volume may also be had, price 5^. each, 

Tfie remaining Parts will be occupied by the GENERAL HISTOR Y 
01 THE COSTUMES OF EUROFE, arranged Chronologically, 



Crown 8vo, cloth extra, gilt and emblazoned, with Illustrations, 
coloured and plain, 7^. ()d, 

Cussans' Handbook of Heraldry. 

With Instructions for Tracing Pedigrees and Deciphering Ancient 
MSS.; Rules for the Appointment of Liveries, Chapters on 
Continental and American Heraldry, &c &c. By John E. 
CusSANS. Illustrated with 360 Plates and Woodcuts. 
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Parts I. to X. now ready, 21s, each. 

Cussans' History of Hertfordshire. 

A County History, got up in a very superior manner, and ranging 
with the finest wor& of its class. By John E. Cussans. Illus- 
trated with full-page Plates on Copper and Stone, and a profusion 
of small Woodcuts. 

** Mr. Cussans has, from sources not accessible to ClutterBuck, made most 
valuable additions to the manorial history of tJie county, front the earliest period 
downwardSf cleared up many doubtful points, and given original details con- 
ceming various subjects untouched or imperfectly treated by that writer. The 
same may be said as to the lists of incumbents and tfie monumental inscriptions^ 
Clutterbucft s errors and omissions have been carefully corrected and supplied^ 
and the occurrences of the last fifty years added, so that we have these importa$it 
features of the work complete^ Particular attention has also been paid to the- 
heraldry of the county. . . . The Pedigrees seem to have been constructed' 
with great care, and are a valuable addition to the genealogical history of the 
county. Mr. Cussans appears to have done his work conscientiously, and to- 
hax/e spared neither time, labour, nor expense to render his volumes worthy of 
ranking in the highest class of County Histories* TJie typography is entitled to 
unqualified praise ^ the paper ^ type, and illustrations being unexceptionable.*' — 
Academy. 

Demy Svo, half-bound morocco, 21s, 

Dibdin's Bibliomania; 

or, Book-Madness : A Bibliographical Romance. With numerous. 

Illustrations. A New Edition, with a Supplement, including a. 

Key to the Assumed Characters in the Drama. 
" I have not yet recovered from the delightful delirium into which your * Biblio^ 
mania ' has completely thrown -me. Your book^ to my taste, is orte of the most ex- 
traordinary gratifications I have enjoyed for many years.*' —Isaac Disraeli. 

Two Vols., 8vo, cloth extra, 30J. 

Dixon's White Conquest: 

America in 1875. By W. Hepworth Dixon. 

" The best written, most instructive, and most entertaining book that Mr. 
Dixon has published since * New America* "— Athbn^um. 

Second Edition, demy Svo, cloth gilt, with Illustrations, i8j. 

Dunraven's The Great Divide: 

A Narrative of Travels in the Upper Yellowstone in the summer 
of 1874. By the Earl of Dunraven. With Maps and numerous 
striking full-page Illustrations by Valentine W. Bromley. 

** There has not for a long time appeared a better book of travel than Lord 
DunravetC s * The Great Divide* . . . The book is full qf clever observation , 
and both narrative and illustrations are thoroughly good.**-'ArviBXiJEMVL. 

" A jolly, rollicking narrative of adventure and sport, mixed up with a great 
deal of useful information concerning one of the most interesting;^ regions in the 
American continent."—^ KiVJtx, 
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Demy 8vo, cloth extra, with Illustiations, 245. 

Dodge's (Colonel) The Hunting Grounds 

of the Great West : a Description of the Plains, Game, and 
Indians of the Great North American Desert. B7 Richa&d 
Irving Dodge, Lieutenant-Colonel of the United States Army. 
With an Introduction by William Blackmore; Map, and 
numerous Illustrations drawn by Ernest Griset. 



Crown 8vo, cloth boards, 6s, per Volume ; a few Large Paper 
copies (only 50 printed), at 12s, per VoL 



Early English Poets. 



Edited, with Introductions and Annotations, by the Rev. A. B. 
Grosart. 

** Mr. Grosart Jias spent the most laborious and the most enthusiastic care <m 
the perfect restoration and preservatiott of the text; and it is very unlikely that 
any ot/ur edition of the poet can ever be called for. . . From Mr. Grosart we 
ahunvs expect and always receive the final results of most patient and competent 
scholarship."— Ex^hiiUKV.. 



1. Fletcher's {Giles, B,D) 

Complete Pocvis: Christ's Victorie 
m Heaven, Christ's Victorie on 
iarih, Christ's Triumph over 
Death, and Minor Poems. 
With Memorial-Introduction and 
Notes. 

2. Davics' {Sir John) 

Complete Poetical Works, in- 
cluding Psalms I. to L, in Verse, 
and other hitherto Unpublished 
MSS., for the first time Col- 
lected and Edited. With Me- 
morial-Introduction and Notes. 
Two Vols. 

3. Merrick's {Robert) Hes- 

perides, Noble Numbers, and 



Complete Collected Poems. With 
Memorial-Introduction and Notes, 
Steel Portrait, Index of First 
Lines, and Glossarial Index, &c 
Three Vols. 

4. Sidney's {Sir Philip) 

Complete Poetical Works, in- 
cluding all those in "Arcadia." 
With Memorial-Introduction, 



ay on the Poetiy of Sidney, 
and Notes. [/» the press, 

5. Donne's {Dr. John) 

Complete Poetical Works, in- 
cluding the Satires and various 
from MSS. With Memorial-In- 
troduction and Notes. 

[/« the press. 



•»• Other volumes are in active preparation. 



Crown 8vo, cloth extra, gilt, with Illustrations, 6j. 

Emanuel On Diamonds and Precious 

stones : their History, Value, and Properties ; with Simple Tests for 
— certaining their Reality.- By Harry Emanuel, F.R.G.S. 
\ numerous Illustrations, Tinted and Plain. 
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Crown 8vo, cloth extra, with Illustrations, 7^. 6df. 

The Englishman's House : 

A Practical Guide to all interested in Selecting or Building a 
House, with full Estimates of Cost, Quantities, &c. By C. J. 
Richardson. Third Edition. With nearly 600 Illustrations. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, with Illustrations, ds. 

Fairholt's Tobacco: 

Its History and Associations ; including an Account of the Plant 
and its Manufacture ; with its Modes of Use in all Ages and 
Countries. By F. W. Fairholt, F.S.A. A New Edition, with 
Coloured Frontispiece and upwards of 100 Illustrations by the 
Author. 
•* A very pleasant and instructive histary of tobacco and its associations^ which 
we cordially recommend alike to the votaries and to the enemies of the much- 
maligned but certainly not neglected weed, . . . Full oj interest and in- 
formation." — Daily News. 

"w4 more complete and dainty book on a subject which some still think un- 
savoury it would not be easy to call to mind," — Graphic. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, with Illustrations, 4J. 6d. 

Faraday's Chemical History of a Candle. 

Lectures delivered to a Juvenile Audience. A New Edition. 
Edited by W. Crookes, F.C.S. With numerous Illustrations. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, with Illustrations, 4s, 6d. 

Faraday's Various Forces of Nature^. 

A New Edition. Edited by W. Crookes, F. C. S. With numerous 
Illustrations. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, with Illustrations, 7^. 6^. 

Finger-Ring Lore: 

Historical, TLegendary, and Anecdotal. — Earliest Notices; Supersti- 
tions ; Ring Investiture, Secular and Ecclesiastical ; Betrothal and 
Wedding Rings; Ring-tokens; Memorial and Mortuary Rings; Posy- 
Rings ; Customs and Incidents in Connection with Rings ; Remark- 
able Rings, &c. By William Jones, F.S.A. With Hundreds of 
Illustrations of Curious Rings of all Ages and Countries. 
" The book is both amusing and instructive.**— Dmlm Telegraph. 
"Enters fully into the whole subject, and gives an amount of information 
and general reading in reference thereto which is 0/ very high interest. The 
book IS not only a sort of history of finger-rings, but is a collection of anecdotes 
in connection with them. . . . ^he volume fs admirably illustrated, and 
altogether affords an amount ofamusemetit and information which is not other- 
wise easily accessible.*'-ScoTSMAu. 

" One of those gossiputg books which are as full of amusement as of tnstruc- 
f^."— Athen^um. 
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Detny 8vo, cloth extra, gilt, with Illustrations, 9;. 

Figuier's Primitive Man : 

A Popular Manual of the prevailing Theories of the Descent of 
Man, as promulgated by Darwin, Lyell, Sir John Lubbock, 
Huxley, E. B. Tylor, and other eminent Ethnologists. Trans- 
lated from the last French edition, and revised by E. B. T. With 
263 Illustrations. 

*^ An interesting and essentially popular rdsumd of all that has been ivritten 
on the subject. M. Figuier has collected together the evidences which modem 
researches have accumulated^ and has done this with a considerable amount of 
care."—ATHKitMVVi. 



Demy 8vo, cloth extra, with Illustrations, iSs, 

Gay 's From Pall Mall to the Punjaub ; 

or. With the Prince in India. By J. Drew Gay. With fine full- 
page Illustrations. 
*M lasting memorial of an interest ittg Journey.** — Daily Tblbgraph. 
" Written in a lively and un^etentious style^ and sparkling here and there 
with gentune humour t the work is a decidedly attrcutive one.** — Leeds Mercury. 
*'y4 very readable and enjoyable narrative </ a journey whose importance 
and interest are already part of history.**— Homk News. 



Demy 8vo, cloth extra, gilt, with Illustrations, iSs, 

Cell and Candy's Pompeiana ; 

or. The Topography, Edifices, and Ornaments of Pompeii. With 
upwards of 100 Line Engravings by Goodall, Cooke, Heath, 
Pye, &c. 

The Ruskin Grimm. — Square crown 8vo, cloth extra, dr. 6dr, 
gilt edges, 7^. 6d, 

German Popular Stories. 

Collected by the Brothers Grimm, and Translated by Edgar 
Taylor. Edited, with an Introduction, by John Ruskin. 
With 22 Illustrations after the inimitable designs of George 
Cruikshank. Both Series Complete. 

** The ilbtstraiions of this volume .... are of quite sterling and admirable 
arty of a class precisely parallel in elevation to the character of the tales which 
they illustrate; and the original etchings, as I have before said in the Appendix to 
my * Elements of Drawing, were unrivalled in masterfulness of touch since Rem- 
brandt {in some qualities of delineation, unrivalled even by him). . . . To make 
somewhat enlarged copies of them, looking at them through a magnifying glass, 
and never putting two lines where Cruikshank has put only one, would be an exer- 
cise in decision and severe drawing which would leave afterwards Httle to be learnt 
in schools."— Extract from Introduction by John Ruskin. 
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Oae VoL crown 8vo, cloth extra, qj. 

Gilbert 's (IV. S.J Original Plays : 

"A Wicked World,'* "Charity," "The Palace of Truth,'' 
" Pygmalion," " Trial by Jury," &c. 
" His workmanship is in its way perfect ; it is very sounds very even, very 
well sustained^ and excellently balanced tkrou£'Aoi/t."^OBSKRVKR. 

Demy 4to, cloth extra, with Illustrations, ^is.6d, 

Gillray the Caricaturist : 

The Story of his Life and Times, with Anecdotal Descriptions of 
his Engravings. Edited by Thomas Wright, Esq., M.A., 
F.S.A. With 83 full-page Plates, and numerous Wood 
Engravings. 
" High as the expectations excited by this description [in the IntrodMction\ 
may be, they will not be disappointed The most inquisitive or exacting reader 



require for the elucidation of the caricatures** — Quar' 



Crown Svo, cloth extra, with a Map, 3^. td. 

Gold ; 

Or, Legal Regulations for the Standard of Gold and Silver 
Ware in the different Countries of the World. Translated from 
the German of Studnitz by Mrs. Brewer, and Edited, with 
additions, by Edwin W. Streeter. 

Crown Svo, cloth gilt and gilt edges, 7^. 6d, 

The Golden Treasury of Thought : 

An ENCYCLOPiEDiA OF QUOTATIONS from Writers of all Times 
and Countries. Selected and Edited by Theodore Taylor. 

Small Svo, cloth gilt, 6j. 

Gosse's King Erik : 

A Tragedy. By Edmund W. Gosse. With a Vignette by W. B. 
Scott. 

** The author* s book, * On Viol and Flute* displayed such a remarkable ear for 
music, such a singular poetic interpretation of flowers and trees, and such-like 
children of Flora, and, above all, such a distinct and individual poetic savour, 
that it would have been a pity indeed had these good gifts been wasted in any 
wrong direction. In this case there is happily no cause for such pity. We have 
seldom seen so marked an advance in a second book beyond a first, . . . The 
faults of * King Erik * are but slight matters ; its merits are solid, and of a very 
high order,** ^Academy, 

Small Svo, cloth gilt, Ss, 

Gosse' s On Viol and Flute. 

Second Edition. With a Vignette by W. B. Scott. 



Digitized by 



Google 



14 



BOOKS PUBLISHED BY 



Square i6nio, (Tauchnitz size), cloth extra, 2j. per volume. 

The Golden Library: 

Bayard Taylor's Diver- 
sions of the Echo Club. 

The Book of Clerical Anec- 
dotes, 

Byron's Don Jnan. 

Carlyle (Thomas) on the 

Choice of Books, With a Me- 
moir, ij. (id. 

Emerson's Letters ani 

Social Aims, 

Godwin s( William) Lives 

of the Necromancers. 

Holmes's Autocrat of the 

Breakfast Table. With an In- 
troduction by G. A. Sala. 

Holmes s Professor at the 

Breakfast Table. 

Hood's Whims and Oddi- 
ties. Complete. With all the 
original I lustrations. 

Irving' s ( Washiitgton) 

Tales of a Traveller, 

Irving' s ( Washington) 

Tales of the Alhambra. 

Jesse's (Edward) Scenes 

and Occupations of Cou?itry Life, 

Lamb's Essays of Elia, 

Both Series Complete in One 
Volume. 

Leigh Hunt's Essays : A 

Tale for a Chimney Corner, and 
other Pieces. With Portrait, 
and Introduction by Edmund 
Ollier. 

** A series of excellently printed and cartfully annotated volumes^ handy in siae\ 
and altogether attractive.' — Booksbllbr. 



Mallory's (Sir Thomas) 

Mort d* Arthur ', The Stories of 
King Arthur and of the Knights 
of the Round Table. Edited by 

B. MONTGOMERIE RANKING. 

PascaVs Provincial Let- 
ters, A New Translation, with 
Historical Introduction and 
Notes, by T. M'Crie, D.D., 
LL.D. 

Pope's Complete Poetical 

Works, 

Rochefoucauld^ s Maxims 

and Moral Reflections, With 
Notes, and an Introductory 
Essay by Sainte-Beuve. 

St Pierre's Paul and 

Virginia^ and the Indian CoU 
tage. Edited, with Life, by the 
Rev. E. Clarke. 

Shelley's Early Poems 

and Queen Mab, with Essay by 
Leigh Hunt. 

Shelley's Later Poems: 

Laon and Cythna, &c. 

Shelley's Posthumous 

Poems, the Shelley Papers, &c. 

Shelley's Pr/)se Works, 

including A Refutation of Deism, 
Zastrozzi, St. Irvyne, &c. 

White's Natural History 

ofSelborne, Edited, with addi- 
tions, by Thomas Brown, 
F.L.S. 
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Crown 8vo, cloth extra, gilt, with Illustrations, 7^. 6^. 

Greenwood's Low- Life Deeps. 

An Account of the Strange Fish to be found there ; including 
" The Man and Dog Fight," with much additional and con- 
firmatory evidence; "With a Tally-Man," "A Fallen Star,?* 
"The Betting Barber," "A Coal Marriage," &c. By James 
Greenwood. With Illustrations in tint by Alfred Concanen. 

** The book is interesting reading. It shows that there are many things in 
Z,ondon life not dreamt of by most People. It is -well got up, and contains a number 
of striking illustrations. — Scotsman. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, gilt, with Illustrations, 7^. 6d. 

Greenwood's Wilds of London: 

Descriptive Sketches, from Personal Observations and Experience, 
of Remarkable Scenes, People, and Places in London. By 
James Greenwood. With 12 Tinted Illustrations by Alfred 
Concanen. 

** Mr. James Greenwood presents himself once more in the character of * one 
'whose delight it is to do his humble endeavour towards exposing and extirpating 
social abuses and those hole-and-corner evils which afflict society.*" — Saturday 
Review. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, gilt, with Illustrations, 4^. ^d. 

Guyot 's Earth and Man ; 

Or, Physical Geography in its Relation to the History of Mankind. 
With Additions by Professors Agassiz, Pierce, and Gray. 12 
Maps and Engravings on Steel, some Coloured, and a copious 
Index. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 6j. 

Hake's New Symbols ; 

Poems. By Thomas Gordon Hake. 

** The entire book breathes a pure and ennobling influence^ shows welcome 
originality of idea and illustration, and yields the highest proof of imaginaiive 
faculty and mature power of expression." — Athen^gum. 

Medium 8vo, cloth extra, gilt, with Illustrations^ 7^. 6</. 

HaWs (Mrs. S. C.J Sketches of Irish 

Character, With numerous Illustrations on Steel and Wood by 
Daniel Maclise, Sir John Gilbert, W. Harvby, and G. 
Cruikshank. 

•* The Irish sketches of this lady resemble Miss Mitford's beautiful English 
Sketches in * Our Village' but they are far more vigorous and picturesque and 
int/A/."- Blackwood's Magazine. 
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Demy 8vo, cloth extra, with Portrait and Illustrations, \2s. 

Hawkers Memorials : 

Memorials of the late Rev. Robert Stephen Hawker, some- 
time Vicar of Morwenstow, in the Diocese of Exeter. Collected, 
arranged, and edited by the Rev. Frederick George Lee, 
D.C.L., Vicar of All Saints', Lambeth. With Photographic 
Portrait, Pedigree, and Illustrations. 

" Dr. Lee's * Memoruih ' is afar better record of Mr. Hawker^ a^td gives a more 
reverent and more true idea oft/te matt. . . . Dr. Lee rightly corifines himself 
to his proper subject.*' — ^AxHENiEUM. 



Two Vols. 8vo, cloth extra, with Illustrations, 36^. 

Haydoii!s Correspondence & Table-Talk. 

With a Memoir by his Son, Frederic Wordsworth Haydon. 
Comprising a large number of hitherto Unpublished Letters from 
Keats, Wilkie, Southey, Wordsworth, Kirkup, Leigh 
Hunt, Landseer, Horace Smith, SirG. Beaumont, Goethe, 
Mrs. SiDDONS, Sir Walter Scott, Talfourd, Jeffrey, Miss 
MiTFORD, Macready, Mrs. Browning, Lockhart, Hallam, 
and others. With 23 Illustrations, including Facsimiles of many 
nteresting Sketches, Portraits of Haydon by Keats and Wilkie, 
and Haydon's Portraits of Wilkie, Keats, and Maria Foote. 

" There can^ we thinks be no question of its interest in a purely biographiceU 
sensCf or of its literary merit. The letters and table-talk form a most valuable 
contribution to the social and artistic history of the time." — Pall Mall Gazette. 

" The volumes are among the most interesting produced or likely to be produced 
by the present season."— Ex aminkr. 

** Here tve have a full-length portrait of a most remarkable man. . . . His 
son has done the work well— is clear and discriminating on the whole^ and writes 



with ease and vigour. Over and above the interest that must be felt in Haydon 
himself the letters afford us the opportunity of studying closely 9nany of the 
greatest men and women of the time. . . . We do not hesitate to say that these 



letters and table-talk form a most valuable contribution to the history of art and 
literature in the past generation. The editor Jias selected and arranged them with 
uncommon judpnenty adding many notes that contain ana and anecdotes. Every 
page has thus tts point of interest. The book will no doubt have a wide audience, 
as it well deserves." — Nonconformist. 



Three Vols, royal 4to, cloth boards, £6 6s. ; half-morocco, full gilt 
back and edges, £7 7s. 

Historical Portraits ; 

upwards of 430 Engravings of Raie Prints. Comprising the 
Collections of Rodd, Richardson, Caulfield, &c. With 
Descriptive Text to every Plate, giving a brief outline of the most 
important Historical and Biographical Facts and Dates connected 
with each Portrait, and references to original Authorities. 
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8vo, cloth extra, gilt, *js. 6d, 

jmas) Choice IVorks^ 

Verse. Including the Cream of the Comic 

. > ith Life of the Author, Portrait, and over Two 

filial Illustrations. 

. /£' volume include the hetter-htown poems hy the author, but 

y described as * the Cream of the Comic Annuals* Such delicious 

you smell Fire V *The Parish Revolution,' and* Muggins and 

■ .verwant readers" — Graphic. 

rsetttative selection of Hood's ivorks^ many of which have been 

.-iible except at hi^h prices. Most of the best known of his comic 

■ frunning ballads in which he has never been approached — are to be 

. -beral collection Messrs. Chatto &» Windus have given to the public J* 

AM Daily Mail. 

■le crown 8vo, in a handsome and specially-designed hinding, 
gilt edges, dr. 

lood's (Tom) From Nowhere to the 

North Pole: A Noah's Arkaeological Narrative. With 25 Illus- 
trations by W. Brunton and E. C. Barnes. 

' ' Poor Tom Hood ! It is very sad to turn over the droll pages of ' From No- 
v'here to the North PolCy and to think that he will never make the young people, 
for w/iom^ like his famous father y he ever had such a kind, sympathetic heart, 
laugh or cry any more. This is a birthday story ^ and no part of it is better than 
the first chapter, concerning birthdays in general, and Franks birthday in par- 
ticular. The amusing letterpress is profusely interspersed with the jingling 
rhymes which children love and learn so easily. Messrs. Brunton and Barnes do 
full justice to the writer's meaning, and a pleasanter result of the harmonious co- 
operation of author and artist could not be desired."— TmKS. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, gilt, 7^. 6d, 

Hook's (Theodore) Choice Humorous 

Works, including his Ludicrous Adventures, Bons-mots, Puns, 
and Hoaxes. With a new Life of the Author, Portraits, Fac- 
similes, and Illustrations. 
" His name will be preserved. His political songs andyeux d'esprit, when the 
hour comes for collecting them, will form a volume of sterling and lasting attrac- 
tion ', and after many clever romances of this age shall have sufficiently occupied 
public attention, and sunk, like hundreds of former generations, into utter oblivion, 
there are tales in his collection which will be read with even a greater interest than 
they commanded in their novelty. "—Z^ G. Lockhart. 

Two Vols, royal 8vo, with Coloured Frontispieces, cloth extra, £z $s, 

Hope's Costume of the Ancients. 

Illustrated in upwards of 320 Outline Engravings, containing Re- 
presentations of Egyptian, Greek, and Roman Habits and 
Dresses. 
•* The substance of many expensive works, containing all thai may be necessary 
to give to artists, and even to dramatic performers and to others engaged tn 
classical representations, an idea of ancient costumes sufficiently ample to prevent 
their offending in their performances by gross and obvious blunders." 
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Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 7^. 

Home's Orion: 

An Epic Poem, in Three Books. By Richard Hengist Horne. 

With Photographic Portrait. Tenth Edition. 
** Orion will be admitted ^ by every tnan of genius, to be one of the noblest ^ if not 
the very noblest poetical work of the age. Its defects are trivial and conventional^ 
its beauties intrinsic and supreme."— Kj^gak Allan Poe. 

Atlas folio, half morocco gilt, ;^5 5^. 

The Italian Masters : 

Autotype Facsimiles of Original Drawings in the British Museum. 
With Critical and Descriptive Notes, Biographical and Artistic, 
by J. CoMYNS Carr. 

Crown Svo, cloth extra, with Illustrations, loj. 6</. 

yennings' The Rosicrucians : 

Their Rites and Mysteries. With Chapters on the Ancient Fire 
and Serpent Worshippers, and Explanations of Mystic Symbols 
in Monuments and Talismans of Primaeval Philosophers. By 
Hargrave Jennings. With upwards of 300 Illustrations. 

Small Svo, cloth extra, 6j. 

Jeux d' Esprit, 

Written and Spoken, of the Later Wits and Humourists. Collected 
and Edited by Henry S. Leigh. 

Two Vols. Svo, with 52 Illustrations and Maps, cloth extra, gilt, 14?. 

Josephus's Complete Works. 

Translated by Whiston. Containing both " The Antiquities of 
the Jews " and " The Wars of the Jews." 
** This admirable translation far exceeds all Receding ones, and has never been 
equalled by any subsequent attempt of the kind." — Lowndes. 

Small Svo, cloth, full gilt, gilt edges, with Illustrations, 6s, 

Kavanaghs' Pearl Fountain, 

And other Fairy Stories. By Bridget and Julia ICavanagh* . 
With Thirty Illustrations by J. MoYR Smith. 

Two Vols, crown Svo, cloth extra, 21s, 

Kingsley's Fireside Studies : 

Essays. By Henry Kingsley. 
" These * Fireside Studies ' show Mr. Kingsley at his very best. Their ^er^ 
ading charms are their freshness and liveliness. The volumes at^ delightful * — 
Times. 
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Crown 8vo, cloth extra, gilt, with Portraits, 71. 6</, 

Lamb's Complete Works, 

In Prose and Verse, reprinted from the Original Editions, with 
many Pieces hitherto unpublished. Edited, with Notes and In- 
troduction, by R. H. Shepherd. With Two Portraits and Fac- 
simile of a page of the ** Essay on Roast Pig." 
" The genius 0/ Mr. Lamb, as developed in his various writings, tqkes rank 
with the most original of the age. As a critic he stands facile princes tn the sub- 
jects he handled. Search English literature through^ Jrom its Jirst beginnings 
until now, and you will find none, like him. There is not a criticism he ever wrote 
that does not directly tell you a number of things you had no previous notion of. 
In criticism he was, indeed, in all senses of the word, a discoverer— lihe Vasco, 
Nufiez^ or Magellan. In that very domain of literature with which you fancied 
yourself most variously and closely acquainted, he would show you *freshfields 
and Pastures new,' and these the most fruitful and delightful. For the riches he 
discovered were richer that they had lean so deep — the more valuable were they^ 
when found, that they had eluded the search of ordinary men. As an essayist, 
Charles Lamb will be remembered in years to come with Rabelais and Montaigne, 
with Sir Thomas Browne, with Steele and with Addison. He unites many of the 
finest characteristics of these several writers. He has wisdom and wtt qf the 
highest order, exquisite humour, a genuine and cordial vein of pleasantry, and the 
most heart-touching Pathos. In the largest acceptation of the word, he is a- 
humanists* — John Forstbr. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, with numerous Illustrations, lar. 6d, 

Mary & Charles Lamb: 

Their Poems, Letters and Remains. With Reminiscences and 
Notes by W. Carew Hazlitt. With Hancock's Portrait of 
the Essayist, Facsimiles of the Title-pages of the rare First Editions 
of Lamb's and Coleridge's Works, and numerous Illustrations. 

" Must be consulted by all future biographers of the Lambs'* — Daily News. 

" Very many Passages will delight those fond of literary trifles; hardly any 
portion will fail in interest for lovers of Charles Lamb and his sister." — Standard.. 

Post 8vo, cloth extra, with Portrait and Map, 9^. 

Lee's (General) Life and Campaigns. 

By his Nephew, Edward Lee Childe. With Steel-plate Portrait 
by Jeens, and a Map. 
■ ** A valuable and well-written contribution to the /listory of the Civil War in 
the United States." — Saturday Review. 

"As a clear and compendious survey of a life of the true heroic type, Mr. Childe' ^ 
volume may well be commended to the English reader." — Graphic. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, with Illustrations, 7j. dd. 

Life in London ; 

Or, The History of Jerry Hawthorn and Corinthian Tom. With 
the whole of Cruikshank's Illustrations, m Colours, after the 
Originals. 
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Demy 8vo, cloth extra, with Maps and Illustrations, i8j. 

Lament 's Yachting in the Arctic Seas; 

or, Notes of Five Voyages of Sport and Discovery in the Neigh- 
bourhood of Spitzbergen and Novaya Zemlya. By James Lamont, 
F.Ji.G.S. With numerous full-page Illustrations by Dr. Livesay. 
"After wading through numberless volumes of icy fiction t concocted narrative, 
and spurious biography of Arctic voyagers , it is pleasant to meet with a real and 
genuine volume, . . . He shows much tact in recounting his adventures , and 
they are so interspersed with anecdotes and information as to make them anything 
but wearisome. . . . The book, as a whole, is the most important addition 
made to our Arctic literature for a long time" — ATHBNiBUM. 
"Full of entertainment and information" — Nature. 

Small crown 8vo, cloth extra, 41. 6d, 

Linton's yoshua Davidson^ 

Christian and Communist. By E. Lynn Linton. Sixth Edition, 

with a New Preface. 
** In a short and vigorous preface, Mrs, Linton defends her notion of the logical 
outcome of Christianity a^ embodied in this attempt to conceive how Christ would 
have acted, with whom He would have fraternised, and who would have decHned 
to receive Him, had He appeared in the present generation" — Examiner. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, with Illustrations, 7j. dd, 

Longfellow's Complete Prose Works. 

Including "Outre Mer," "Hyperion," ** Kavanagh," "The 
Poets and Poetry of Europe," and " Driftwood." With Portrait 
and Illustrations by Valentine Bromley. 

•»• This is by far the most complete edition ever issued in this country. 
" Outre-Mer " contains two additional chapters, restored from the first edition ; 
while " T/te Poets and Poetry of Europe, and the little collectioti of Sketches 
entitled ** Driftwood" are now first introduced to the English Public. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, gilt, with Illustration^, 7j. dd. 

Longfellow's Poetical Works. 

Carefully Reprinted from the Original Editions. With numerous 

fine Illustrations on Steel and Wood. 
** Mr. Longfellow has for many jfears been the best known and the most read of 
American poets : and his popularity is of the right kind, and rightly and fairly 
won. He has not stooped to catch attention by artifice, nor striven to force it Sy 
violence. His works have faced the test of parody and burlesque {which in these 
days is almost the common let of writings of any mark), and have come off un* 
harmed. "— Saturday Review. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 6j. 6</. 

Lost Beauties of the English Language : 

An Appeal to Authors, Poets, Clergymen, and Public Speakers. 
By Charles Mackay, LL.D. 
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The Fraser Portraits. — Demy 4to, cloth gilt and gilt edges, with 
83 characteristic Portraits, 31J. dd, 

Maclise's Gallery of Illustrious Literary 

Characters, With Notes by Dr. Maginn. Edited, with copious 
Additional Notes, by William Bates, B. A. 

" One of the -most interesting' volumes 0/ this year's literature." — Timbs. 
" Deserves a flace on every drawing'room table^ and may not unfitly be removeu, 
from the drawing-room to the library.*' — Spectator. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, with Illustrations, 2s. 6d. 

Madre Natura v. The Moloch of Fashion. 

By Luke Limner. With 32 Illustrations by the Author. 
Fourth Edition, revised and enlarged. 

^* Agreeably written and amusingly illustrated. Commoti sense and erudition 
are brought to bear on the subjects discussed in it." — Lancbt. 



Handsomely printed in facsimile, price 5^. 

Magna Charta. 

An exact Facsimile of the Original Document in the British 
Museum, printed on fine plate paper, nearly 3 feet long by 2 feet 
wide, with the Arms and Seals of the Barons emblazoned in Gold 
and Colours. 
*»* A full Translation, with Notes, on a large sheet, 6d. 

Small 8vo, cloth extra, 'js, dd. 

Mark Twain's The Adventures of Tom 

Sawyer. 

" The earlier ^art of the book is to our thinking the most amusing thing Mark 
Twain has written. The humour is not always uproarious^ but it is always 
genuine t and sometimes almost pathetic." — Athenaeum. 

" A book to be read. There is a certaitt/reshness and novelty about it^ a praC' 
ticaUy romantic character ^ so to speaks which will make it very attractive." — 
Spectator. 

" From a novel so replete with good things, and one so full of significance, as it 
brings before us what we can feel is the real spirit of home life in the Far JVest, 
there is no possibility of obtaining extracts which will convey to the reader any 
idea of the purport of the book. . . . The book will no doubt be a great favourite 
with boys, for whom it must in good Part have been intended ; but next to boys, we 
should say that it might be most prized by philosophers and poets." — Examiner. 

" Will delight all the lads who may get hold of it. We have made the expert' 
nunt upon a youngster, and found that the reading of the book brought on constant 
peals of laughter."— ScoTSM AS, 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, with Illustrations, yx. 6d. 

Mark Twain's Choice Works. 

Revised and Corrected throughout by the Author. With Life, 
Portrait, and numerous Illustrations. 

Post 8vo, illustrated boards, 2s, 

Mark Twain! s Pleasure Trip on the 

Continent of Europe, ("The Innocents Abroad," and **The 
New Pilgrim's Progress.**) 
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Two Vols, crown 8vo, cloth extra, i&r. 

Marston's (Dr. IVestland) Dramatic 

and Poetical Works. Collected Library Edition. 
" The * Patrician^ s Daughter* is an oasis in the desert of modem dramatic 
literature, a real emanation of mind. We do not recollect any modem work in 
which states of thought are so freely developed, except the * Torquato Tasso ' oj 
Goethe. The play is a work of art in the same sense that a play of Sophocles is a 
work of art ; it is one simple idea in a state of gradual development ... * The 
Favourite of Fortune* is one of the most important additions to the stock of 
English prose comedy that has been made during the present century.** — Times. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, &. 

Marstofis (Philip B.) All in All: 

Poems and Sonnets. 

** Many of these poems are leavened with the leaven of genuine poetical senti- 
ment, and expressed with grace and beauty of language. A tender melancholy, as 
well as a Penetrating pathos, gives character to much of their sentiment, and lends 
it an irresistible interest to all wlio can feel." — Standard. 

Crown 8yo, cloth extra, 8j. 

Marston's (Philip BJ Song Tide, 

And other Poems. Second Edition. 
" This is a^rst work of extraordinary Performance and of still more extraor- 
dinary promise. The youngest school of English poetry has received an important 
accession to its ranks in Philip Bourke Marston." — Examiner. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, gilt, gilt edges, *js. 6d, 

Muses of May/air ; 

Vers de Societe of the Nineteenth Century. Including Selections 
from Tennyson, Browning, Swinburne, Rossetti, Jean 
Ingelow, Locker, Ingoldsby, Hood, Lytton, C. S. C.,- 
Landor, Austin Dobson, Henry S. Leigh, &c., &c. Edited 
by H. Cholmondeley-Pennell. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, with Vignette Portraits, price 6j. per VoL 



The Old Dramatists . 

Ben Jonsotis Works. 

With Notes. Critical and Ex- 
planatory, and a Biographical 
Memoir by William Gifford. 
Edited by Col. Cunningham. 
Three Vols. 

Chapman's Works, 

, Now First Collected. Complete 
in Three Vols. Vol. I. contains 
the Plays complete, including the 
doubtful ones ; Vol. II. the 
Poems and Minor Translations, 
with an Introductory Essay by 



Algernon Charles Swin- 
burne ; Vol. III. the Transla- 
tions of the Iliad and Odyssey. 

Marlowe's Works, 

Including his Translations. Edi- 
ted, with Notes and Introduction, 
by Col. Cunningham. One Vol. 

Massinget^s Plays, 

From the Text of WiLLlAM 
Gifford. With the addition of 
the Tragedy of "Believe as you 
List." Edited by CoL Cun- 
ningham. One Vol. 
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Fcap. 8yo, cloth extra, 6x. 

O'Shaughnessys (Arthur) An Epic of 

Womerty and other Poems. Second Edition. 
Crown 8vo, cloth extra, lar. 6^. 

O' Shaughnessy s Lays of France. 

(Founded on the " La3rs of Marie.") Second Edition. 
Fcap. 8vo, cloth extra, 7j. dd, 

O' Shaughnessy s Music and Moonlight : 

Poems and Songs. 

**/^ is difficult I0 say wkick is more exquisite , the technical Perfection of 
structure and melody y or the delicate pathos of thought. Mr. O Shaughnessy 
itnll enrich our literature with some of the very best songs written in our genera- 
tion. "—Academy. 

Crown 8vo, carefully printed on creamy paper, and tastefiilly 
bound in cloth for the Library, price 6j. each. 

The Piccadilly Novels: 

Popular Stories by the Best Authors. 

Antonina, ' By WjlkibColuns. 

Illustrated by Sir J. Gilbert and Alfred Concanen. 

Basil, By WiLKiE Collins. 

Illustrated by Sir John Gilbert and J. Mahoney. 

Hide and Seek. By Wilkie Collins. 

Illustrated by Sir John Gilbert and J. Mahoney. 

The Dead Secret, By Wilkie Collins ; 

Illustrated by Sir John Gilbert and H. Furniss. 

Queen of Hearts, By Wilkie Collins. 

Illustrated by Sir J. Gilbert and A. Concanen. 

My Miscellanies, By Wilk^e Collins. 

With Steel Portrait, and Illustrations by A. Concanen. ' 

The Woman in White. By Wilkie Collins 

Illustrated by Sir J. Gilbert and F. A. Fraser, 

The Moonstone. By Wilkie Collins. 

Illustrated by G. Du Maurier and F, A. Fraser. 

Man and Wife. By Wilkie Collins. 

Illustrated by William Small. 
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The Piccadilly l^oyYA.%— continued. 

Poor Miss Finch, By Wilkie Collins. 

Illustrated by G. Du Maurier and Edward Hughes. 

Miss or Mrs, ? By Wilkie Collins. 

Illustrated by S. L. Fjldes and Henry Woods. 

The New Magdalen, By Wilkie Collins. 

Illustrated by G. Du Maurier and C. S. Rands. 

The Frozen Deep, By Wilkie Collins. 

Illustrated by G. Du Maurier and J. Mahoney. 

The Law and the Lady, By Wilkie Collins. 

Illustrated by S. L. Fildes and S. HALL. 

* * Like all the authors works ^ full of a certain power and ingenuity. , , , It 
is upon suck suggestions of crime that the fascination of the story defends. • . . 
The reader feels it his duty to serve to the end upon the inquest on which he has 
been called by the author** — Times. 

Felicia, By M. Betham Edwards. 

** A noble novel. Its teaching is elevated^ its story is s^Pathetic^ and the hind 
of feeling its perusal leaves behind is that more ordinarily derived from tnusic or 
poetry than from prose fiction. Few works in modem fiction stand as high in our 
estimation as this." — Sunday Times. 

Patricia Kemball, By e. Lynn Linton. 

With Frontispiece by G. Du Maurier. 

" A very clever and well-constructed story ^ original and striking, interesting 
all through. A novel abounding in thought and power and interest.** — ^Times. 

* ' Displays genuine humour, as well as keen social observation. Enough graphic 
Portraiture and witty observation to furnish materials for half -a-dozen novels of 
the ordinary ^«Vi</."— Saturday Review. 

The Atonement of Learn Dundas. By e. Lynn Linton. 

** Jn her narrowness and her depths in her boundless loyalty,' her selfforgetting 
passion^ that exclusiveness of love which is akin to cruelty^ and the fierce 
humility which is vicarious fride, Leam Dundas is a striking ^gure. In one 
quality the authoress has zn some measure surpassed herself.' — Pall Mall 
Gazette. 

The Evil Eye, and other Stories, By Katharine S.Macquoid. 

Illustrated by Thomas R. Macquoid and Percy Macquoid. 

**For Norman country life what the * Johnny Ludlow ' stories are for English 
rural delineation, that is, cameos delicately, if not very minutely or vividly 
wrought, and quite finished enouf^h to give a pleasurable sense of artistic ease and 
faculty. A word of commendation is merited by the illustraiions.** — ^Academy. 

Number Seventeen. By Henry Kingsley. 

Oakshott Castle, By henry Kingsley. 

**i4 brisk and clear north wind of sentiment'^sentiment that braces instead of 
' enervating— blows through all his works, and makes all their readers at once 
healthier and more gladJ*^SFECTATOtL 
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The Piccadilly I^oyei.^^ continued. 

Open ! Sesame ! By Florence Marryat. 

Illustrated by F. A. Fraser. 
" A story which arouses and sustains tfu readers interest to a higher degree 
than, perhapSy any of its author's former works. . . . A very ex( eilent 
story. " — Graphic. 

Whiteladies. By Mrs. Oliphant. 

With Illustrations by A. Hopkins and H. Woods. 
*' Is really a pleasant and readable book^ written with practical ease and 
gyace."— Times, 

The Best of Husbands. By James Payn. 

Illustrated by J. MovR Smith. 

Walter's Word, By James Payn. 

Illustrated by J. MoYR Smith, 

Halves y and other Stories. By James Payn. 

" His navels are always commendable in the sense oj art. They also possess 
another distinct claim to our liking : the girls in them are remarkably ctiarm- 
ing and true to nature, as most people, we believe, have the good fortune to 
observe nature represented by girls." — Spectator. 

The Way we Live Now. By Anthony trollope. 

With Illustrations. 
" Mr* Trollope has a true artist's idea of tone, of colour, of harmony : his 
pictures are one, and seldom out of drawing; he never strains after effect tie 
fidelity itself in expressing English life, is never guilty of caricature **-r 
Fortnightly Review. 

Diamond Cut Diamond. By t. a. trollope. 

" The indefinahle charm of Tuscan and Venetian life breathes in his pages.'* 
—Times. 

*^ Full of life, of interest, 0/ close observation, and sympathy. . . . When 
Mr. Trollope paints a scene it is sure to be a scene worth painting." — Satur- 
day Review. 

Bound to the WfieeL By John Saunders. 

Guy Waterman. By John Saunders. 

One Against the World. By John Saunders. 

The Lion in the Path, By John Saunders. 

^* A carefully written and beautiful story— a story of goodness and truths 
which is yet as interesting as though it dealt with the opposite qualities. . . . 
The author of this really clever story has been at great pains to work out all 
its details with elaborate conscientiousness, and the result is a very vivid picture 
of the ways of life and habits of thought of a hundred and fifty years ago, 

, , Certainly a very interesting book." — ^Times. 
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Crown 8to, red cloth, extra, 5j. each. 

Ouida 's Novels. — Uniform Edition. 

Folk Farine. By Ouida. I Pascarel, By Ouida. 

Idalia. By Ouida. Puck, By Ouida. 



Chandos. By Ouida. 

Under Two Flags. By ouida. 
Tricotrin. By Ouida. 

Cecil Castlemaine's 

Gage, By OuiDA. 

Held in Bondage, By Ouida, 



Dog of Flanders. By Ouida. 
Strathmore. By Ouida. 

Two Little Wooden 

Shoes, By OuiDA. 

Signa. By Ouida. 

In a Winter City. By Ouida. 



" Keen poetic insight, an intettse love of nature^ a deep admiration of the 
beautiful in form and colour y are the gifts of Ouida." — Morning Post. 

Mr. WiLKiE CoLLiNS's NEW NovEL.— Two Vols, crown 5vo, aw. 

The Two Destinies: 

A Romance. By WiLKiE Collins, Author of "The Woman 
in White." 

** Clirious, clever, here and there of absorbing interest." — Nonconformist. 

*' As full of absorbing interest as * The Woman in White.* With practised art 
and all his old lucidity of style, Mr. Collins excites the readers interest in the very 
first chapter. A strong vein oj the supernatural runs through * The Tvuo Destinies^ 
vyhich cannot fail to be read with intcTise interest." — Illustrated News. 

** Admirers of the author's remarkable constructive skill, among which multitude 
we may claim a forward place, will begin his new work with keener interest than 
usual when they see from the dedication that it has satisfied so exacting a critic as 
Mr. Charles Reade, who, we are informed, has been pleased to be interested by a 
• certain novelty of design and treatment ^ found in it. — Manchester Examiner. 

New Novel by Dr. Sandwith. — Three Vols. cr. 8vo, 31J. 6d, 

Minsterborough : 

A Tale of English Life. By Humphry Sandwith, C.B., D.C.L 

*'// is a long time since we have read anything so refreshing as the nor/el to 
the composition of which Mr. Sandwith has been devoting such time and labour 
as could be spared from the more serious duties of an apostle cf Democt euy and 
clean water. Everything in the book is so delightfully straightforward. We 
are Ttever bothered with subtle analysis of character^ or with dark suggestions 
that things are other than they seem. . . . The story is not at all badly 

told." — ATHENiEUM. « 

Jean Middlemass's New Novel. — ^Three Vols, crown 8vo, 31J. 4/. 

Mr. Dorillion: 

A Novel. By Jean Middlemass, Author of " Wild Geoi^e. " 

" This is quite the best novel which Miss Middlemass has written. The story is 
well conceived, well told, full of strong situations, and rich in surprises ; the 
characters speak, act, and think like human beings, and the style is uniformly 
lively and well sustained," — World. 
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A New Writer.— Three Vols, crown 8vo, 31J. dd. 

The Democracy : 

A Novel. By Whyte Thorne. 

•' A very careful^ and in many respects very praiseworthy story.*'^SArvK.- 
DAY Review. 

"It is always difficult for anyone not personally concerned in Engluh 
politics to write about them, without making serious blunders ; but the author 
/>/ the novel before us keeps clear of error^ attd writes pleasantly enough"'^ 
Athen^um. 

Mrs. Macquoid's New Novel.— Three Vols, crown 8vo, 31J. 6d, 

Lost Rose; 

and other Stories. By Katharine S. Macquoid. 
T. A. Trollope*s New Novel.— Three Vols, crown 8vo, 31J. 6d, 

A Family Party in the Piazza of 

St. Peter's, By T. Adolphus Trollope. [/« the press. 

New Novel by James Greenwood. — 3 vols, crown 8vo, 3x5'. 6</. 

Dick Temple. 

By James Greenwood. \In the press. 

Two Vols. 8vo, cloth extra, with Illustrations, \os, 6d, 

Plutarch's Lives of Illustrious Men. 

Translated from the Greek, with Notes Critical and Historical, 
and a Life of Plutarch, by John and William Langhorne. 
New Edition, with Medallion Portraits. 
" When I write^ J care not to have books about me ; but I can hardly be without 

a * Plutarch,' *'—HosTAiGHE, 

— \ 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, with Portrait and Illustrations, ys, 6d. 

Poe's Choice Prose and Poetical tVarks. 

With Baudelaire's *' Essay." 

" Poe^s great power lay in writing tales^ which rank in a class by themselves^ 
and have their characteristics strongly deftied." — Eraser's Magazine. 

" Poe stands as much alone among verse-writers as Salvator Rosa among 
painters. "—Spectator. 

Small 8vo, cloth extra, with Illustrations, y, 6d, 

The Prince of Argolis : 

A Story of the Old Greek Faury Thne. By J, MoYR Smith. 
With 130 Illustrations by the Author. 
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Crown 8vo, cloth extra, with Portrait and Facsimile, 12^. 6d, 

The Final Reliqties of Father Front. 

Collected and Edited, from MSS. supplied by the /amily of the 
Rev. Francis Mahony, by Blanchard Jerrold." 

* We heartily commend this handsome volume to all lovers of sound wity genuine 
humour^ and manly sense" — Spectator. 

" S/arkles all over, and is full of interest. Mahony^ like Sydney Smith, 
could ivrite on no subject without being brilliant and witty ." — British Quarterly 
Review. 

** It is well that the present long-delayed volume should remind a younger 
generation of his fame, . . . The charming letters from Paris^ Florence, and 
Rome . . . are the most Perfect specimens of what a foreign correspofuience 
ought to 3<'."— Academy. 

In Two Series, small 4to, blue and gold, gilt edges, 6s, each. 

Puniana ; 

or, Thoughts Wise and Other- Why's. A New Collection of 
Riddles, Conundrums, Jokes, Sells, &c. In Two Series, each 
containing 3000 of the best Riddles, 10,000 most outrageous Puns, 
and upwards of Fifty beautifully executed Drawings by the Editor, 
the Hon. Hugh Rowley. Each Series is complete in itself. 

**A witty, droll, and most amusing work, prof usely attd elegantly illustrated.** 
—Standard, 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, gilt, *js, 6d. 

The Pursuivant of Arms ; 

or. Heraldry founded upon Facts. A Popular Guide to the 
Science of Heraldry. By J. R. Planch6, Esq., Somerset 
Herald. To which are added. Essays on the Badges of the 
Houses of Lancaster and York. With Coloured Frontis- 
piece, five full-page Plates, and about 200 Illustrations. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, yx. 6^, 

Rabelais' Works. 

Faithfully Translated from the French, with variorum Notes, and 
numerous Characteristic Illustrations by Gustave DoRfi. 

Handsomely printed, price 5j. 

The Roll of Battle Abbey ; 

Or, a List of the Principal Warriors who came over from Nor- 
mandy with William the Conqueror, and Settled in this Country, 
A.D. 1066-7. Printed on fine plate paper, nearly three feet by 
two, with the principal Arms emblazoned in Gold and Colours. 
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In 4to, very handsomely printed, extra gold cloth, 12s, 

The Roll of Caerlaverock, 

The Oldest Heraldic Roll ; including the Original Anglo-Norman 
Poem, and an English Translation of the MS. in the British 
Museum. By Thomas Wright, M.A. The Arms emblazoned 
in Gold and Colours. ' 

New AND Popular Edition OF "Sanson's Memoirs." — One Vol. 
crown 8vo, cloth extra, *js. 6d. 

Memoirs of the Sanson Family : 

Seven Generations of Executioners. Compiled from Private 
Documents in the possession of the Family. By Henri Sanson. 
Translated from the French, with an Introduction, by Camille 
Barr^re. 

"A faithful translation of this curious work, which will certainly repay perusal 
— not on the ground of its being full of horrors, for the original author seems to 
be rather ashamed of the technical aspect of his profession^ and is contmendably 
reticent as to its details, but because it contains a lucid account of the most notable 
causes celfebres from the time of Louis XIV. to a period within the memory of 
persons still living. . . . Can scarcely fail to be extremely entertaining*^ — 
Daily Telegraph. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, profusely Illustrated, 41, (yd, each. 

The '' Secret Out " Series. 



The Volumes are as follows : 

The Art of A musing : 

A Collection of Graceful Arts, 
Games, Tricks, Puzzles, and Cha- 
rades. By Frank Bellew. 300 
Illustrations. 

Hanky-Panky : 

Very Easy Tricks, Very Difficult 
Tricks, White Magic, Sleight of 
Hand. Edited by W. H. Cre- 
mer. 200 Illustrations. 

Magician's Own Book : 

Performances with Cups and Balls, 
Eggs, Hats, Handkerchiefs, &c. 
All from Actual Experience. 
Edited by W. H. Cremer. 200 
Illustrations. 



Magic No Mystery . 

Tricks with Cards, Dice, Balls, 
&c., with fully descriptive Direc- 
tions ; the Art of Secret Writing ; 
the Training of Performing Ani- 
mals, &c. With Coloured Fron- 
tispiece and many Illustrations. 

The Merry Circle : 

A Book of New Intellectual Games 
and Amusements. By Clara 
Bellew. Many Illustrations. 

The Secret Out : 

One Thousand Tricks with Cards, 
and other Recreations ; with En- 
tertaining Experiments in Draw- 
ing-room or "White Magic." By 
W. H. Cremer. 300 Engravings. 



Post 8vo, with Illustrations, cloth extra, gilt edges, i&r. 

The Lansdowne Shakespeare. 

Beautifully printed in red and black, in small but very clear type. 
With engraved facsimile of Droeshout's Portrait, and 37 beautiful 
Steel Plates, after Stothard. 
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In reduced facsimile, small 8vo, half Roxburghe, lOJ. 6d, 

The First Folio Shakespeare. 

Mr. William Shakespeare's Comedies, Histories, and Trage- 
dies. Published according to the true Originall Copies. London, 
Printed by Isaac Iaggard and Ed. Blount, 1623. — An exact 
Reproduction of the extremely rare original, in reduced facsimile 
by a photographic process — ensuring the strictest accuracy in every 
detail. A full prospectus imll be sent upon application^ 
" To Messrs. Chatto and Windtts belongs iJie merit of having d<me more to 
facilitate the critical study of the text of our great dramatist than all the Shakes- 
peare clubs and societies put together. A complete facsimile of the celebrated 
First Folio edition of 162^ for half-a-guinea is at once a miracle of cheapness and 
enterprise. Being in a reduced form^ the type is necessarily rather ditninutive, 
but it is as distinct as in a genuine copy of the original ^ and will be found to be as 
useful and far more handy to the student than tlte latter." — Kthkumxjia. 

Two Vols, crown 8vo, cloth extra, i8j. 

The School of Shakespeare. 

Including "The Life and Death of Captain Thomas Stukeley," 
with a New Life of Stucley, from Unpublished Sources ; " A 
Warning for Fair Women," with a Reprint of the Account of the 
Murder ; ** Nobody and Somebody; " ** The Cobbler's Prophecy; " 
" Histriomastix ; " "The Prodigal Son," &c. Edited, with In- 
troductions and Notes, by Richard Simpson. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, gilt, with 10 full-page Tinted 
Illustrations, *js. 6d, 

Sheridan's Complete Works ^ 

with Life and Anecdotes. Including his Dramatic Writings, 
printed from the Original Editions, his Works in Prose and 
Poetry, Translations, Speeches, Jokes, Puns, &c. ; with a Collec- 
tion of Sheridaniana. 
" The editor has brought together within a manageable compass not only the 
seven plays by which Sheridan is best known, but a collection also of his poetical 
Pieces which are less familiar to the public y sketches of unfinished dramas, selections 
from his reported witticisms, and extracts from his principal speeches. To these 
isprejUxed a short but well-written memoir, giving the chief facts in Sheridan's 
literary and political career ; so that, with this volume in his hand, the student 
may consider himself tolerably well furnished with all that is necessary for a 
general comprehensiofi of the subject of it."— Pall Mall Gazette. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, with Illustrations, *js. 6d. 

Signboards ; 

Their History. With Anecdotes of Famous Taverns and Re- 
markable Characters. By Jacob Larwood and John Camden 
HoTTEN. With nearly 100 Illustrations. 
" Evefi if we were ever so maliciously inclined, we could not pick out all Messrs. 

Larwood and Hotten's plums, because the good things are so numerous as to defy 

the most wholesale depredation. "'-I1WB&. 
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Crown 8vo, cloth extra, gilt, 6^. 6</. 

The Slang Dictionary ; 

Etymological, Historical, and Anecdotal. An Entirely New 
Edition, revised throughout, and considerably Enlarged. 

* * We are ^lad to see the Slang Dictionary reprinted and enlarged. Front a high 
seientijic Point of view this book is not to be despised. Of course it cannot fait to 
be amusing also. It contains the very vocabulary of unrestrained huntour^ and 
oddity^ and grotesqueness. In a word^ it provides valuable material both for the 
student of language and the student of human nature" — Academy. 

Exquisitely printed in miniature, cloth extra, gilt edges, 2s. 6d, 

The Smoker's Text-Book. 

By J. Hamer, F.R.S.L. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 9^. 

Stedman's Victorian Poets ; 

Critical Essays. By Edmund Clarence Stedman. 

" We ought to be thankful to those who do critical work with competent skill 
and understandings with honesty of Purpose , and with diligence and thoroughness 
of execution. And Mr. Stedman, having chosen to work in this lincy deserves the 
tJianks of English scholars by these qualities and by something more ; . . . . 
he is faithful, studious^ and discerning." — Saturday Review. 

Imperial 4to, containing 150 beautifully-finished full-page Engravings 
and Nine Vignettes, all tinted, and some illuminated in gold and 
colours, half-moroccO, £^ gs, 

Stothard's Monumental Effigies of Great 

Britain. With Historical Description and Introduction, by John 
Kempe, F. S. a. a New Edition, with a large body of Additional 
Notes by John Hewitt. 

" A new edition of Stothard is quite an era in Archceology, and we welcome it 
the more because two of the most industrious members of the Archaeological Insti- 
tute heme contributed greatly to its aut;mentation and improvement. The work 
has been reproduced by Messrs. Chatto &* Windus, with many additional notes by 
Mr. Hewitt. In order to the production of these notes , Mr. Hewitt visited almost 
all the monuments drawn by Stothard^ and the result of his examinations was a 
cotistant subject of discussion between himself and Mr. Albert Way, to which we 
owe the large amount of additamenta in the new edition now before us. To 
Stothard 's work, more than to any other, may perhaps be attributed the great 
revvoal of taste and feeling for the monuments oj our ancestors which the present 
generation has seen. The interest of tJte subject is oJ the 7nost universal character, 
and this new edition of Stothard is sure to be very popular. It will be a great 
satisfaction to our readers to find that ihe result of recent ArcJioeological Investi- 
gations upoit such subjects have been carefully brought together in the work under 
consideration. Besides the exhaustive account of the effigies t/temselves, the work 
as it now stands includes a concise history of mediaeval costume^ of monumental 
architecture, sculpture, brass engraving, and the numerous topics arising from the 
review of a series of examples extending from the twelfth to the sixteeth century. 
Foreign as well as English monuments have been called into requisition to illustrate 
the numerous Points discussed in the work." — Archjeological Journal, June, 
1876. 

*^^* A few Large Paper copies, royal folio, with all the coats of arms 
illuminated in gold and colours, and the plates very carefully finished in 
body-colours, heightened with gold in the very finest style, half- 
morocco, ^15 1 5 J. 



Digitized by 



Google 



32 BOOKS PUBUSHED BY 

Large 8vo, half-Roxbnrghe, with Illustrations, price 9^. 

S tow's Survey of London. 

Edited by W. J. Thoms, F.S.A. A New Edition, with Copper- 
plate Illustrations. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, with Illustrations, 7^. 6d, 

Swift's Choice Works, 

in Prose and Verse. With Memoir, Portrait, and Facsimiles of 
the Maps in the Original Edition of "Gulliver's Travels." 
" The * Tale of a Tub' ts, in my apprehension^ the masterpiece of Swift ; 
certainly Rabelais has notking^ supertor, even in invention, nor anything so con- 
densed, so pointed, so full of real meaning, of biting satire, of felicitous analogy. 
The • Battle of the Books ' is such an improvement on the similar combat in the 
Lutrin, that we can hardly own it as an imitation."— HA.i.UiM. 

** Swift's reputation asapoet has been in a manner obscured by the greater splen- 
dour, by the natural force and inventive genius, of his prose writings ; but, if he 
had never written either the * Tale of a Tub' or * Gulliver's Travels,' his name 
merely as a poet would have come down to its, and have gone down to posterity, 
with well-earned honours."— Hazlitt. 

Mr. Swinburne's Works : 

The Queen Motlier and Songs before Sunrise, 

Rosamond. Fcap. 8vo, 5J. Crown Bvo, XCJ. td, 

Atalanta in Calydon. Bothwell 

A New Edition. Crown Bvo, 6j. 

Chastelard, 

A Tragedy. Fcap. 8vo, js. 

Poems and Ballads. 

Fcap. 8vo, 9J. 

Notes on ^^Poems and 

Ballads:" 8vo, is. 

William Blake: 

A Critical Essay. With Facsimile 
Paintings. Demy 8vo, i6j. 



A Tragedy. Two Vols, crown 
8vo, I2J. 6</. 

George Chapman : 

An Essay. Crown 8vo, 7s. 

Songs of Two Nations^ 

Crown 8vo, dr. 

Essays and Studies. 

Crown 8vo, I2J. 

Erechtheus : 

A Tragedy. Crown 8vo, dr. 
" The easy sweep of his flowing verse suggests' anything rather than the idea of 
ej^ort. Nor have we ever seen him stronger than in this poem of * Erbchthbus ; ' 
while no one can say, as they are borne along with his melodious numbers, that he 
has been betrayed into sacrificing meaning to sound. He seems to have caught the 
enthusiasm of a congenial subject ; to haxft been carried back to the spirit of an 
heroic age, to haveflred his fancy with the thoughts and sensations that might have 
animated tlu soul of a god-bom Athenian in the supreme crisis qf his country s 
fate, . . . Never before has Mr. Swinburne shown himself more masterly in 
his choruses; magnificent in their fire and spirit, they have more than the usual 
graces of diction and smoothness of melody. . . . The best proof of the winning- 
deauty of these choruses is the extreme reluctance with which you brin^ yourself 
to a pause in the course of quotation. You feel it almost sacrilegious to detach 
the gems, and it is with a sense of your ruthless Vandalism that you shatter the 
arttst^s setting."— Edivwrgh Review, yuly, X876, in a review of ** Erechtheus.** 
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Fcap. 8vo, cloth extra, 3J. 6^. 

Rossetti's(lV. M.) Criticism upon Swin- 

burnis " Poems and Ballads:' 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, with Illustrations, yj. 6^?! 

Strutfs Sports and Pastimes of the 

People of England ; including the Rural and Domestic Recrea- 
tions, May Games, Mummeries, Shows, Processions, Pageants, 
and Pompous Spectacles, from the Earliest Period to the Present 
Time. With 140 Illustrations. Edited by William Hone. - 
*^ A few Large Paper Copies, with an extra set of Copperplate 
Illustrations, carefully coloured by hand, from the Originals, 50J. 

Medium 8vo, cloth extra, with Illustrations, yj. 6</. 

Dr. Syntax's Three Tours, 

in Search of the Picturesque, in Search of Consolation, and in 
Search of a Wife. With the whole of Rowlandson's droll full- 
page Illustrations, in Colours, and Life of the Author by J. C. 

HOTTEN. 

Large post 8vo, cloth, full gilt, gilt top, with Illustrations, I2j. 6dr. 

Thackerayana : 

Notes and Anecdotes. Illustrated by a profusion of Sketches by 
William Makepeace Thackeray, depicting Humorous Inci- 
dents in his School-life, and Favourite Characters in the books of 
his everyday reading. With Hundreds of Wood Engravings and 
Five Coloured Plates, from Mr. Thackeray's Original Drawings. 
" It would have been a real loss to bibliographical literature had copyright 
difficulties deprived the general public 0/ this very amusing collection. One of 
Thackeray* s habits ^ from his schoolboy days^ was to ornament the margins and 
blank pages 4^ the books he had in use with caricature illustrations of their 
contents. This gave special value to the sale of his library ^ and is almost cause 
for regret that it could not have been preserved in its integrity. Thackera^s 
place tn literature is eminent enough to have made this an interest to future 
generations. The anonymous editor has done the best that he could to compen- 
sate for the lack of this. He has obtained access to the principal works thus 
dispersed^ and he speaks^ not only of the readiness with which their possessors 
complied with his request, but of the abundance of the material spontaneously 
proffered to him. Me has thus been cU>le to reproduce in facsimile the five or 
six hundred sketches of this volume. They differ , of course, not only in 
cleverness^ but in finish ; but they unquestionably establish Thackeray's capability 
of becoming, if not an eminent artist, yet a great caricaturist. A grotesque 
fancy, an artistic touch, and a power of reproducing unmistakable portraits in 
comtc exaggerations, as well as of embodying ludicrous ideas pictoriall^, make 
the book very amusing. Still more valuable is the descriptive, biographical, and 
anecdotal letterpress, which gives us a great accumulation of biographical infor- 
mation concerning Thackeray's ivorks, reading, history, and habits. Without 
being a formal biography, it tells us scores of things that could scarcely have 
come into any Hopnphy, We have no clue to the sources of information possessed 
by the editor. Apparently he has been a most diligent student of his hero, and 
an indefatigable collector of scraps of informatioti concerning his entire literary 
career. We can testify only to the great interest of the book, 'and to the vast 
amount of curious information which it contains. We regret that it has been published 
jinthout the sanction ^ his family, but no admirer of Thackeray should be with- 
out it. It is an admirable addendum, not only to his collected works, but also to 
any memoir of him that has been, or that is likely to be written,'*— British 
Quarterly Rhvxkw 
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Crown 8vo, cloth extra, gilt edges, with Illustrations, 7j. 6^. 

Thomson's Seasons and Castle of In- 

dolmce. With a Biographical and Critical Introduction by Allan 
Cunningham, and over 50 fine Illustrations on Steel and 
Wood. 

Crown 4to, cloth extra, gilt and gilt edges, with Illustrations, 2ij. 

Thombury's Historical and Legendary 

Ballads and Songs, Illustrated by J. Whistler, John Ten- 
NiEL, A. F. Sandys, W. Small, M. J. Lawless, J. D. 
Watson, G. J. Pinwell, F. Walker, and others. 

" Mr. Tkombitry has perceived with laudabU clearness that one great re- 
quisite 0/ poetry is that it should amuse. He rivals Goethe in the variety and 
startling incidents of his ballad-romances; he is full of vivacity^ andspirit^ and 
his least impassioned pieces ring ivith a good out-of-doors music of sword and 
shield. Some of his medieeval poems are particularly rich in colour and tone. 
The old Norse ballads, too, are worthy of great praise. Best of all, however, 
ive like his Cavalier songs; there is nothing of th£ kind in English more spirited, 
masculine, and merry."— Acadrmy. 

** Will be welcomed by all true lovers of art. . . . We must be grateful 
that so many works of a school distinguished for its originality should be col- 
lected into a single volume."— Sktukday Review. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, los. 6d. 

Cyril Tourneur's Collected Works, 

including a unique Poem, entitled "The Transformed Me- 
tamorphosis;" and "Laugh and Lie Down, or, the World's 
FoUy.^' Now first Collected, and Edited, with Critical Preface, 
Introductions, and Notes, by J. Churton Collins. [/« the press. 

Crown 8vb, cloth extra, with Illustrations, 7^. dd, 

y. M. JV. Turners Life and Correspond- 
ence, Founded upon Letters and Papers furnished by his Friends 
and fellow Academicians. By Walter Thornbury. A New 
Edition, entirely rewritten and considerably enlarged. With 
numerous Illustrations. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, with Illustrations, *js. 6d. 

Timbs' Clubs and Club Life in London. 

With Anecdotes of its famous Coffee-houses, Hostelries, and 
Taverns. By John Times, F.S.A. With numerous Illustrations, 

" The book supplies a muchfelt want. The club is the avenue to general 
society of the present day, and Mr, Timbs gives the entree to the club. The 
scholar and antiquary will also find the work a repertory of information on 
many disputed points ofliteraty interest, and especially respecting various well- 
known anecdotes, the value of which only increases with the lapse of time" — 
Morning Post. 
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Crown 8vo, cloth extra, with Illustrations, 7j. (xi, 

Timbs' English Eccentrics and Ec- 

centrkUies: Stories of Wealth and Fashion, Delusions, Impos- 
tures, and Fanatic Missions, Strange Sights aind' Sporting Scenes, 
Eccentric Artists, Theatrical Folks, Men of Letters, &c. By John 
TiMBS, F.S.A. With nfearly 50 Illustrations. 
" The reader who would fain enjoy d harmless laujgh in some very odd company 
might do much worse than take an occasional dtp into ' English Eccentrictj 
The illustrations are admirably suited to the letterpress."— Graphic, 

Crown 4to, half-Roxburghe, 12s, 6d. 

Vagabondiana ; 

or. Anecdotes of Mendicant Wanderers through the Sti*eets of 
London ; with Portraits of the most Remarkable, drawn from the 
Life by John Thomas Smith, late Keeper oi the' Prints in the 
British Museum. With Introduction by Francis Douce, and 
Descriptive Text. With the Woodcuts and the 32 Plates, from 
the original Coppers. 

Large crown 8vo, cloth antique, with Illustrations, 7j. 6^. 

tValton and Cotton's Complete Angler ; 

Or, The Contemplative Man's Recreation ; being a Discourse of 
Rivers, Fish-ponds, Fish and Fishing, written by Izaak Walton ; 
and Instructions how to Angle for a Trout or Grayling in a clear 
Stream, by Charles Cotton. With Original Memoirs and 
Notes by Sir Harris Nicolas, K^CM.G. With the 61 Plate 
Illustrations, precisely as in Pickering's two-Volume Edition. 
"Among the reprints cf the year ^ few will be more welcome than this edition of 

the * Complete A ngler^ with Sir Harris Nicolas's Memoirs emd Notes^ and Stothatm 

and /nshipp's illustrations.''^ ATVRDAV Review/ 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, with Vignette Portrait, 9j. 

JVells' yoseph and his Brethren : 

A Dramatic Poem. By Charles Wells. With an Introduttory 
Essay by Algernon Charles Swinburne. 

" The author of ' Joseph and his Brethren ' will some day have to be acknow- 
ledged among the mentorakle men of the secottd great period in our poetry. . . . 
There are lines even in the overture of his p^m which might, it seems to »•* ,• 
more naturally be mistaken even by an expert in verse for the work of the young 
Shakspearet than any to be gathered elsewhere in the ^Ids of English poetry'* — 

SwiNftURNE. 

" In its combination of strength and delicacy, in sweet liquid musical ^otOt 
in just cadence, and in dramatic indsiveness of utterance, the language through- 
out keeps closer to the level of the Elizabethan dramatists than that of any 
dramatist of subsequent times." — AthenjBUM. 

Carefully printed on paper to imitate the Original, 22 in.- by 14 in., 
price 5j. 

The Warrant to Execute Charles I. 

An exact Facsimile of this important Document, with the Fifty- 
nine Signatures of the Regicides^ and corresponding Seals. 
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Beautifully printed on paper to imitate the Original MS., price 2f. 

IVarrant to Execute Mary Q. of Scots. 

An exact Facsimile, including the Signature of >Queen Elizabeth, 
and a Facsimile of the Great Seal. 

In portfolios, price £^ 4/. each series. 

IVild's Cathedrals. 

Select Examples of the Ecclesiastical Architecture of the Middle 
Ages ; arranged in Two Series (the First Foreign, the Second 
English). Each Series containing Twelve fine Plates, mounted 
upon Cardboard, and carefully Coloured, after the Original Draw- 
ings, by Charles Wild. 

Three Vo's. 8vo, with 103 Plates, exhibiting nearly four hundred 
figures of Birds, accurately engraved and beautifully printed in 
Colours, cloth extra, gilt, ^3 31. 

fVilsofts American Ornithology ; 

or, Natural History of the Birds of the United States ; Mrith the 
Continuation by Prince Charles Lucian Bonaparte. New 
and Enlarged Edition, completed by the insertion of above 
One Hundred Birds omitted in the Original Work, and Illustrated 
by valuable Notes, and a Life of the Author, by Sir William 
Jardine. 

•• The History of American Birds ^ by Alexander Wihon^ is equal in elegance to 
the most distinguished of our oitm splendid ivorks on Ornithology** — Cuvibr. 

*«* Also a few Large Paper copies, 4to, with the Plates all care- 
fully Coloured by hand, at £(i 6s, 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, with Illustrations, 7^. 6d. 

IVright 's Caricature History of the 

Georges. ( The House of Hawrver.) With 400 Pictures, Caricatures, 

Squibs^ Broadsides, Window Pictures, &c By Thomas Wright, 

Esq., M.A., F.S.A. 

" Emphatically one of the liveliest of books ^ as also one of the most interesting. 

Has the twofold merit of being at once amusing and edifying^ — Morning Post. 

Large post 8vo, cloth extra, gilt, with Illustrations, 7/. 6^. 

Wright '5 History of Caricature and of 

the Grotesque in Art, Literature, Sculpture, and Painting, from 
the Earliest Times to the Present Day. By Thomas Wright, 
M. A., F.S. A. Profusely illustrated by F. W. Fairholt, F.S.A. 
** A very amusing and instructive volume** — Saturday Review. 
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